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1 The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:

country and people1

1.1 Geographical position

On the map you can see that the UK lies to the north-west of Europe. There are
2 large islands and several smaller ones. Collectively they are known as the British
Isles. The largest island is called Great Britain. The other large one is called Ireland.
Ireland is divided into Northern Ireland (Ulster) and the Irish Republic. The UK also
includes more than 5000 smaller islands.

Politically speaking there are 2 states in the British Isles. The first is the Irish
Republic or Eire, which governs the most part of Ireland and the other state controls
the rest of the British Isles. Its official name is The United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

Its geographical position is advantageous as it is washed by the Atlantic Ocean
in the west, the North Sea in the east. Great Britain is separated from the continent by
the English Channel and the Strait of Dover.

On the one hand the kind of isolation of the country makes its geographical
position different from European countries; on the other hand it has influenced the
formation of the main characteristic feature of British people. That is their love for

privacy.
1.2 Names

The official name of the country is The United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

It has several shorter names:
— The United Kingdom — used at European vision of Song Contest, at the United

Nations and in the European Parliament;

! TIman ceMHHAPCKOTO 3aHATHS M TECThI — B pritoskennsx I, JI.



the UK —used in every day speech;

Great Britain — heard in the Olympic Games;
GB is written on stickers on cars;

Britain — used in writing and speaking;

Albion — a word used in some poems. It was the original Roman name for

Britain. It may come from the Latin word albus, meaning white. The white chalk

cliffs around Dover on the south coast are the first thing to be seen when you cross

the sea from the European land.

Britannia — the name that Romans gave to their southern British province

(which covered the area of present-day England).

1.3 Statistics

The UK occupies the territory of 244 830 sq. km. Its population (statistical data

of 2007) is 61 million people.

Countries Population Nationalit
ies
England 51.1 million The English —
81.5%
Scotland 5.1 The Scotts —
9.6%
Wales 3 The Welsh —
1.9%
Northern Ireland 1.8 The Irish — 2.4%
UK total 61 Others —2.8%

Compare with the following data:

Russia Germany France

Population 142 min 81,8 65,4




Languages which are spoken in the UK are English, Scottish, Welsh, Scottish
Gaelic and Irish.

The capital of the UK is London. The largest cities are London (7.64 mln.),
Birmingham (2.27 mln.), Manchester (2.250 mln.).

The UK is a constitutional monarchy. The head of state is the Queen —
Elizabeth II.

The currency unit is Great Britain pound (GBP), which consists of 100 pence.

The statistics shows that the country is not large, but the majority of people
lives in England (the part of island conquered by Anglo-Saxons) and speaks English.
The other parts of the UK (Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) are much smaller

than the dominant one.

1.4 General knowledge about four countries and their people

There are 4 countries that the UK consists of. They are England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland. England is the largest and most populated part of the
UK. The capital of England and the UK is London.

Scotland i1s the most northern of four countries in the UK. It occupies the
territory of about 80 thousand sq. km. and is not so densely populated as England.
The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh.

Another constituent part of the UK is Wales, situated along the western side of
the island. The capital of Wales is Cardiff.

Northern Ireland is the smallest part of the UK and occupies the north-east of
the island of Ireland, only one-sixth of its territory. The capital of Northern Ireland is
Belfast.

There are four nations on the British Isles: English, Welsh, Scottish and Irish.
They are different.

If you remember from history of Britain, the four nations were different
racially. The people in Ireland, Wales and highland Scotland belonged to Celtic Race;

those in England and lowland Scotland were mainly of Germanic origin. This
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difference was reflected in the languages they spoke. People in the Celtic areas spoke
Celtic languages: Irish, Gaelic, Scottish Gaelic, Welsh. People in the Germanic areas
spoke Germanic dialects (including the one which has developed into modern
English). The nations tended to have different economic, social and legal systems.

In 1800 the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland became a single state
when the Irish Parliament was joined with the Parliament for England, Scotland, and
Wales in Westminster. However, in 1922, most of Ireland became a separate state.

Today these differences have not completely disappeared. People of 4 nations
feel their identity very strongly. It is safest to use Britain when you talk about where
they live and British as the adjective to describe their nationality.

The signs of national identity of people who live in four countries of the UK
are the following (see the table?).

Characteristic names (both surnames and first names). The prefix ‘Mac’ or
‘Mc’ in surnames (such as McCall, MacCarthy, MacDonald) is always either Scottish
or Irish. The prefix ‘O’ (as in O’Brien, O’Hara) is distinctly Irish. The prefix ‘P’ can
be found in many Welsh surnames (Prichard). A very large number of surnames (for
example, Davis, Evans, Jones, Lloyd, Morgan, Price, Rees, Williams) suggest Welsh
origin. The most common surname in both England and Scotland is actually ‘Smith’.

The prefix ‘Mac’ means ‘son of” and people with this name usually feel they
belong to the same family or clan. ‘O’ means ‘the family of’. The Prefix ‘P’ comes
from the Welsh word ‘ap (or ab)’, which also means ‘son of’. Thus for example a
Welsh surname Prichard is the same as English Richardson (the son of Richard).

First names can also be indicative. The Scottish form of ‘John’ is ‘lan’ and its
Irish form is ‘Sean’ (although all three names are common throughout Britain).

There are also nicknames for Scottish, Irish and Welsh men. For example, you
can address a Scottish friend as ‘Jock’, whatever his first name is. Irishmen are called
‘Paddy’ or ‘Mick’ and Welshmen are known as ‘Dai’ or ‘Taffy’. If the person is not a

friend the nickname can sound rather insulting.
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National dress. Perhaps the most famous national costume in Britain is the
Scottish kilt with its distinctive tartan pattern. The kilt is a woolen skirt with a lot of
vertical pleats. The kilt is worn around the waist, with the pleats at the back and the
ends crossed over at the front and secured with a pin. Each Scottish Clan or family
has its own distinctive tartan pattern, made up of different colours.

Sometimes tartan trousers or trews are worn instead of a kilt.

Women do not have their own distinctive national dress in Scotland, although
tartan fabrics are widely used in clothing, and the kilt is also worn by women.

Although England is a country rich in folklore and traditions, it has no definite
‘national’ costume. The most well-known folk costumes are those of the Morris
dancers. During the summer months people can see them in many country villages
performing folk dances that once held ritualistic and magical meanings associated
with the awakening of the earth.

The costume varies from team to team, but basically consists of white trousers,
a white shirt, a pad of bells worn around the calf of the leg, and a hat made of felt or
straw, decorated with ribbons and flowers. The bells and ribbons are said to banish
harm and bring fertility.

Welsh National dress is not as famous as Scottish National dress. Still they do
have a National women’s costume, in fact there isn’t really a National costume for
men although recently a tartan has been created and tartan trousers or kilts are often
worn.

The Welsh National Costume for women was designed by an influential lady,
Lady Llanover, who lived in Gwent South Wales.

The Welsh costume consists of a tall hat, a long frilled white cap worn under
the hat, a white blouse, a red flannel shawl, a long skirt made of wool with a black
and white chequered pattern, a starched white apron sometimes edged with lace,
black woolen stockings, and black shoes.

Early Irish dress, based on Gaelic and Norse costumes, consisted of trews for
men, worn with a fringed cloak, or a short tunic for both men and women, worn with

a fringed cloak. Saffron yellow is an important feature of Irish costume. This style of
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dressing was prohibited in the 16th century to suppress the distinctive Irish dress and
so overcome Irish reluctance to become part of England. A strong tradition of
wearing this folk costume is not observed in Northern Ireland today.

The traditional Irish costume is now associated with the bright flamboyant
costumes worn by traditional Irish dancers.

National character. There are certain stereotypes of national character which
are well-known in different countries.

British people are considered to be reserved, polite, well-bred and they love
privacy. People of each country (England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland) have
their own characteristic features that make them different from each other.

The English are said to be cold, polite, quiet, but possessing a great sense of
humour, a special ‘English type’ of humour, often difficult to understand for
foreigners. The English are known to be very conservative in their political and social
views.

The Scots have a reputation for being careful with money; they are more self-
conscious about their nationality than the Englishmen. The Welsh are highly-gifted in
the art of poetry and drama. They speak fluently and confidently. The Welsh are a
nation of singers. The Irish are supposed to be great talkers.

National musical instruments. The harp is a musical instrument of both
Ireland and Wales. The bagpipes are regarded as distinctively Scottish (though a
smaller type is also used in traditional Irish music). The Northumbrian small pipes
are considered to be English.

The four nations who live in the UK differ from each other, perhaps that is why
when they are asked who they are they are proud to answer — at first they are the
English (or the Welsh, or Scotsmen or the Irish) and only then they are the British or
the citizens of the UK.

10



1.5 National symbols of the UK and four countries (the national flag; the

Coats of Arms, the national anthem, national holidays and national emblems)

Flag is a visiting card of any country, which symbolizes its sovereignty and
reflects its history. In the 14-th century the first national flag was St George’s cross —
a red cross on a white background, as St George is a patron saint of England.

The 17-th century was time when relations between England and Scotland
changed. These two countries were united by Jacob Stuart in 1603. The national
symbols had to be changed. It was necessary to combine two crosses: a red cross on a
white background of St George’s flag and a white cross on a blue background (St
Andrew’s cross — flag of Scotland). This new flag was created and became national in
1606 and was called ‘Union Jack’.

On the 1% of January in 1801 the union of England and Ireland was claimed. It
was necessary to make changes in the National flag and Emblem. This time the flag
got new red diagonal lines from St Patrick’s cross. Since 1801 the flag wasn’t
changed and it’s possible to see it on the flags of former British colonies.

So the national flag of the UK is The Union Jack. It is the combination of the
cross of St. George, of St. Andrew, of St. Patrick.

The origin of the term ‘Union Jack’ is uncertain. It may come from the name of
Jacob Stuart (James I) who originated the first union in 1603. Jack is a short name of
Jacob. Another alternative is that the name may be derived from a jack, a small flag
at the bowsprit flown only by ships of the Royal Navy during the reign of Charles II
(1660 — 1685); the term ‘jack’ once meant small.

The Welsh dragon does not appear on the flag because when the first Union
Flag was created in 1606, Wales was already united with England from the 13th
century. Wales was a Principality instead of a Kingdom.

In November 2007, a Welsh MP, Ian Lucas, asked parliament why Wales is not
represented in the Union Jack. He thought it wrong, that the British flag, so-called
Union Jack, includes now flags only of three countries — England, Scotland and

Northern Ireland. In his opinion, in new design of a flag there should be a symbol of
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Wales — a red dragon. Now you can see lan Lucas’ version of the Union flag with
Wales represented.

Representatives of conservative party declared that his initiative would not
receive support. However the minister of culture of Great Britain — laborite Margaret
Hodzh supported the idea of changing the design of the British flag. But till now this
question hasn’t been discussed in the government.

The Coat of Arms of the UK is one of the national symbols.

On the left, the shield is supported by the English Lion. On the right it is
supported by the Unicorn of Scotland. (The unicorn is chained because in mediaeval
times a free unicorn was considered a very dangerous beast (only a virgin could tame
a unicorn).

The Royal Arms we see today appeared over nine centuries ago, when Richard
the Lion heart chose three lions to represent England.

The main element of the Arms is the shield which is divided into four quarters.

The first and fourth quadrants represent England and contain three gold lions
passant (in plain English, three gold lions with their right forepaws raised and their
heads facing the viewer on a red field; the second quadrant represents Scotland
contains a red lion rampant on a gold field; the third quadrant represents Ireland and
contains the gold harp of Ireland on a blue field. Wales is not represented on the
shield and Coat of Arms because it was recognized as a Principality.

The Royal Coat of Arms contains the motto of British Monarchs and the motto
of the Order of the Garter. The motto of the Sovereign is ‘Dieu et mon Droit’ (French
for ‘God and my right’).

The motto was first used by King Richard I in 1198 and adopted as the royal
motto of England in the time of Henry VI. The motto appears below the shields of the
Royal Coat of Arms.

The motto of the Order of the Garter is ‘Honi soit qui mal y pense’ (French for
‘Evil to him who evil thinks’). Order of the Garter was the highest order of English
knighthood, founded by Edward III in 1344. According to the tradition, the garter (a

piece of elastic worn round the top of a stocking or sock in order to prevent it from
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slipping down) was that of the Countess of Salisbury, which the king placed on his
own leg after it fell off while she was dancing with him. The king’s comment to those
present, ‘Honi soit qui mal y pense’ (shame be to him who thinks evil of it), was
adopted as the motto of the order.

The national anthem is ‘God Save the Queen’. The British National Anthem
originated in a patriotic song first performed in 1745. It became known as the
National Anthem from the beginning of the nineteenth century.

On official occasions the first verse is sung, as follows:

God save our gracious Queen!
Long live our noble Queen!
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen.
The National Anthem is played:
— whenever the Queen makes a public appearance;
— by the British Broadcasting Corporation every night before closedown;
— at the end of all Remembrance Day services;
— Medal ceremonies for Team GB (representing all countries);
— England and Northern Ireland football matches (the Scottish use Flower of
Scotland, the Welsh use Land of my Fathers).

The UK does not celebrate one particular national holiday. Each country of
the UK has its own national day, which is celebrated in the honour of its patron saint.

The national day of England is St. George's Day, celebrated on the 23¢ of April
in the honour of St. George, the patron saint of England.

He is known as the conqueror of a dragon. According to the legend in the
neighborhood of some pagan town there was a dragon which killed people just for
fun. Every day he was brought a new victim: a young boy or girl. When it was time

for a governor’s daughter, St George was passing by and he decided to save the girl.
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And he did it. According to some versions the dragon was struck down with a pray
and became obedient. It believed in the power of kindness and the girl brought it to
the town. The citizens of the town were so delighted by the power of religion, that
were christened. St George was known to be a knight in a white cape with a red cross
on it.

This holiday is not a bank holiday and people work on this day. The flag of
England is raised on St George’s Day, some people wear a red rose or clothes with
the images of the English flag.

The national day of Wales is St. David’s Day, celebrated on the 1* of March in
honour of St David, the patron saint of Wales.

He was a Celtic monk, who lived in the sixth century. He spread the word of
Christianity across Wales. The most famous story about Saint David tells how he was
preaching to a huge crowd and the ground is said to have risen up, so that he was
standing on a hill and everyone had a better chance of hearing him.

St David’s Day is commemorated by the wearing of daffodils or leeks. On St
David's Day, some children in Wales dress in their national costume. The national
flag of Wales, depicting a fiery red dragon against a green and white background, is
also flown.

The national day of Scotland is St Andrew’s Day, celebrated on the 30" of
November. St. Andrew was one of Christ's twelve apostles. Some of his bones are
said to have been brought to what is now St. Andrews in Fife during the 4th century.
Since medieval times the X-shaped cross upon which St. Andrew was supposedly
crucified has been the Scottish national symbol.

The national day of Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland is St. Patrick's
Day, celebrated on the 17" of March. Saint Patrick was a patron saint of Ireland and
the founder of Irish Christian church. They say he lived in the end of 4™ — in the
beginning of 5™ centuries. The most famous story about Saint Patrick is him driving

the snakes from Ireland. The day is marked by the wearing of shamrocks.
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St Patrick’s Day is celebrated with parades in the large cities, people wear the
green and drink Guinness traditional drink of Ireland). Guinness is another symbol of
St Patrick’s day.

National days are not celebrated in the same extent as National Days are in a
number of other countries. Only St Patrick’s Day in Northern Ireland (and the
republic of Ireland) and St Andrew’s Day in Scotland (from 2007) are taken as an
official holiday. All the other national days are normal working days.

Each of the constituent countries of the United Kingdom has a traditional

national floral symbol. The national emblem of the United Kingdom is the red rose.

The national flower of England is rose. The flower has been adopted as
England’s emblem since the time of the Wars of the Roses — Civil wars (1455 —
1485) between the royal house of Lancaster (whose emblem was a red rose) and the
royal house of York (whose emblem was a white rose).

The national flower of Wales is the daffodil, which is traditionally worn on St.
David’s Day. The vegetable called leek is also considered to be a traditional emblem
of Wales. There are many explanations of how leek came to be adopted as the
national emblem of Wales. One is that St David advised the Welsh, on the eve of
battle with the Saxons, to wear leeks in their caps to distinguish a friend from an
enemy. According to another legend St. David ate only bread and leek.

The national flower of Scotland is the thistle, a prickly-leaved purple flower
which was first used in the 15th century as a symbol of defense. According to the
legend it saved the country from enemies. Once a boat with Scandinavian Vikings
landed on the Scottish shore in order to rob Celtic villages. A group of Scottish
soldiers moved to meet the enemy on their way to the village and in the evening the
Scots decided to spend night in the field because they didn’t expect Vikings attack at
night. But cunning enemies wanted to kill all Scotts when they were sleeping, so
Vikings walked barefoot to move quiet. But one of them stepped on a thistle and
shouted with pain. It awoke the Scotts and they could fight with Vikings. Since then

it became a symbol of Scotland. It is used as an amulet of good luck.
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The national flower of Northern Ireland is the shamrock, a three-leaved plant
similar to clover. An Irish tale tells of how Patrick used the three-leafed shamrock to
explain the Trinity. He used it in his sermons to represent how the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit could all exist as separate elements of the same entity. His

followers adopted the custom of wearing a shamrock on his feast day.

Questions:

1) What is the official name of Britain?

2) Which is the biggest and the smallest country of the UK?

3) What animals are represented on the national Coat of Arms?

4) What is the name of the national flag?

5) What saints patronize each country of the UK?

6) What are the national plant symbols of each country of the UK?
7) Who is the head of the state?

8) What is the national currency unit in Great Britain?
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2 History of Britain. Part 1’
2.1 Britain B.C.

About three thousand years B.C. many parts of Europe including the British
Isles, were inhabited by a people called the Iberians. The Iberians used stone weapons
and tools. They could polish stone and make smooth objects of stone.

In some parts of modern Britain one can see a number of huge stones standing
in a circle. These are the monuments left by the earliest inhabitants of the country.
The best-known stone-circle named Stonehenge dates from between 1900 and 1600
B. C. The stones are 8.5 metres high and weigh about 7 tons.

No one can tell how these large stones were moved, or from what places they
were brought. Stonehenge is still a mystery to scientists.

There are a lot of legends connected with the Stonehenge. Some believed that
the early British kings, killed by their enemies, were buried here; others think that
Druids made it to house their pagan rites. Some say it was used for sun worship. It
may have been a Temple for some form of worship — or a Court of Justice — or a Hall

for ceremonial meetings of tribal chiefs.
2.2 Early Britain. The Celtic Tribes

During the period from the 6™ to the 3™ century B. C. a people called the Celts
spread across Europe from the east to the west. Some Celtic tribes — the Iberians, the
Picts, the Scots and the Britons —invaded Britain. The Picts penetrated into the
mountains on the North; the Scots settled in the North beside the Picts. Powerful
Celtic tribes, the Britons, held most of the country, and the southern half of the island
was named Britain after them. The Iberians were unable to fight back the attacks of
the Celts and were driven westwards into the mountains what is now Wales.

The Greeks were the first to mention the British Isles. They wrote about the

Phoenicians, great sailors and traders, who used to come to the British Isles for tin.

} Inan CEMHMHAPCKOT0 3aHSTHS U TECTHI 110 Teme— B npuiioxkeHusix I, 1.
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They called the British Isles the Tin Islands.

Julius Caesar described the country and its inhabitants in his ‘Commentaries on
the Gallic War’. He tells us that the Celts were tall and blue-eyed. They wore long
moustaches but no beards.

In the 1* century B. C. they lived in tribes, and were ruled by chiefs, or kings,
whom all the tribesmen obeyed. In war-time the Celts wore skins and painted their
faces with a blue dye to look fierce. They were armed with swords and spears. The

Celts fought fiercely in the battle.

2.3 The Roman Conquest of Britain

Two thousand years ago while the Celts were still living in tribes the Romans
were the most powerful people in the world. Roman society was divided into the
class of slaves and the class of slave-owners. The slave-owners put down the
uprisings of the slaves with the help of the army. The army also helped the slave-
owners to protect their riches against foreign enemies and to conquer new lands and
to seize more slaves. The Romans conquered all the countries around the
Mediterranean Sea.

In 55 B. C. a Roman army of 10,000 men with Julius Caesar at the head
crossed the Channel and invaded Britain. The Celts saw their ships approaching and
rushed to attack the invaders in the sea. Their hair and moustaches were dyed red and
their legs and arms were painted blue. With loud shouts they attacked the Romans
and the well-armed Romans had to retreat to Gaul (France).

In 54 B. C, Caesar again came to Britain, this time with larger forces (25,000
men). The Celts fought bravely for their independence but they were not strong
enough, in spite of their courage, to beat the Roman. The Romans defeated the Celts
in several battles. Some of the chiefs submitted and promised to pay tribute to Rome.
But the promised tribute was not paid.

Nearly a hundred years later, in 43 A. D. a Roman army invaded Britain and

conquered the South-East. The Celts fought fiercely against the Romans who never
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managed to become masters of the whole island. They were unable to conquer the
Scottish Highlands. From time to time the Picts and the Scots from the North

managed to invade the Roman part of the island and burn their villages.

2.4 Roman influence in Britain

To defend their province the Romans placed their legions in Britain. Straight
roads were built so that the legions might march quickly, whenever they were needed,
to any part of the country. These roads were made so well that they lasted a long time
and still exist today. Bridges of stone were constructed wherever a road crossed a
river. Besides, to guard the province against the Picts and Scots who lived in the hills
of Scotland, a high ‘Hadrian’s Wall’ with forts was built in the North.

The civilized Romans were city dwellers, and as soon as they had conquered
Britain they began to build towns, splendid villas, public baths as in Rome itself.
Every Roman town had a drainage system and a good supply of pure water. Great
tracts of forests were cleared, swamps were drained, and cornfields took their place.

But together with a high civilization the Romans brought exploitation and
slavery to the British Isles. Rich Romans had villas in the country with large estates,
which were worked by slaves. Prisoners of war were sent to the slave-market in the
Roman Empire. The Romans made the free Celts clean forests, drain swamps, build
roads, bridges and walls for defence. The noble Celts adopted the mode of life of
their conquerors. They lived in rich houses and spoke Latin, the language of the
Romans. But ordinary Celts lived in their tiny huts, they spoke their native Celtic
tongue and they didn't understand the language of their rulers.

The Romans remained in Britain for about four centuries and during that time
Britain was a Roman province, governed by Roman governors and protected by
Roman legions.

In the 4™ century the uninterrupted struggle of slaves against their owners
greatly weakened the Roman Empire. Early in the 5" century the Roman legions

were recalled from Britain to defend the central provinces of the Roman Empire from
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the attacks of the barbarian Germanic tribes. They never returned to Britain.

Though the Romans lived for four centuries in Britain, their language didn’t
influence the English language. There are only several place names of Roman origin:
Chester, Lancaster, Gloucester, which are variant of the Roman word castra (a

military camp).

2.5 The Middle Ages. The Anglo-Saxon Conquest of Britain

After the Roman legions left Britain the Celts remained independent but not for
long. From the middle of the 5™ century they had to defend the country against the
attacks of Germanic tribes from the Continent. The Saxons and the Angles began to
migrate to Britain. At first they only came to plunder. They landed from their boats,
drove off the cattle, seized the stores of corn, and were off again to sea before the
Celts could attack them. But after some time they returned again and again in larger
numbers, and began to conquer the country.

The British natives fought fiercely against the invaders and it took the Angles
and the Saxons more than a hundred and fifty years to conquer the country. The Celts
went to the mountains in the west of the isle (now Wales) and settled there. In the
course of the conquest many of the Celts were killed, some were taken prisoners and
made slaves or had to pay tribute to the conquerors.

In the southern and the south-eastern parts of the country the Saxons formed a
number of kingdoms — Sussex (the land of the South Saxons), Wessex (the land of
the West Saxons, and Essex (the land of the East Saxons). Further north were the
settlements of the Angles who had conquered the greater part of the country. In the
North they founded Northumbria, Mercia was formed in the Middle, and East Anglia
— in the east of England. The new settlers disliked towns, preferring to live in small
villages. During the war they destroyed the Roman towns. The art of road-making
was lost for many hundreds of years.

The Saxons and the Angles gradually united into one people and made up the

majority of the population in Britain. Their customs, religion and language became
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predominant. Only the Celts who remained independent in the West, Scotland and
Ireland spoke their native tongue. The conquerors called them ‘welsh’ which means
foreigners.

In 829 under the rule of King Egbert all the small Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were
united to form one kingdom which was called England from that time on.

Soon Anglo-Saxons had to defend their country against new enemies. The
enemies were the Vikings who came from Scandinavia. In the 9" century they settled
the extreme north and west of Scotland and some coastal regions of Ireland. King
Alfred, Saxon king of Wessex fought them in the battle, but he couldn’t drive them

away and had to let them have part of the country, called Danelaw.

2.6 The Norman Invasion

In the 11" century the Normans, a mixed Scandinavian and French people,
living in the North of France, began to attack the coasts of England from Normandy.
The English king who died in 1066 had no children and William, the Duke of
Normandy, being a relative of the died king, wanted to become the king of England.
So he began preparation for a war to fight for the Crown.

The Normans’ army was much larger than Anglo-Saxon forces and they were
greatly superior in quality. The Anglo-Saxon army consisted mainly of free peasants
who fought on foot. Not all of them had weapons, many had pitchforks and axes. The
Normans were well armed.

The Normans crossed the Channel in big sailing-boats and landed in the south
of England, fought with Anglo-Saxons and won the victory. The battle between the
Normans and the Anglo-Saxons took place on the 14™ of October 1066 at a little
village Hastings. William, Duke of Normandy, became the king of England and was
called William the Conqueror, who ruled England for 21 years.
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2.7 The medieval period (1066 — 1485)

Unlike the Germanic invasions, the Norman invasion was small-scale. There
was no such thing as a Norman village or a Norman area of settlement. Instead, the
Norman soldiers became the owners of some patches of land — and of the people
living on it. A strict feudal system was imposed. Great nobles, or barons, were
responsible directly to the king; lesser lords, each owing a village, were directly
responsible to a baron. Under them were the peasants, tied by a strict system of
mutual duties and obligations to the local lord, and forbidden to travel without his
permission. The peasants were the English-speaking Saxons. The lords and the
barons were the French-speaking Normans. This was the beginning of the English
class system.

The Normans introduced the strong system of government that’s why the
Anglo-Norman kingdom was the most powerful political force in the British Isles.
The authority of the English monarch gradually extended to other parts of these
islands in the next 210 years. By the end of the thirteenth century, a large part of
eastern Ireland was controlled by Anglo-Norman lords in the name of the English
king and the whole of Wales was under his direct rule (at which time the custom of
naming the monarch's eldest son the ‘Prince of Wales’ began). Scotland managed to
remain politically independent in the medieval period, but was obliged to fight
occasional wars to do so.

The cultural story of this period is different. Two hundred and fifty years after
the Norman Conquest a Germanic language (Middle English) but not the Norman
(French) language became the dominant one in all classes of society in England.
Furthermore, the Anglo-Saxon concept of common law, but not Roman law, formed
the basis of the legal system.

Despite English rule, northern and central Wales was never settled in great
numbers by Saxon or Norman. As a result the (Celtic) Welsh language and culture
remained strong. The Anglo-Norman lords of eastern Ireland remained loyal to the

English king but, despite laws to the contrary, mostly adopted the Gaelic language
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and customs.

By the end of this period there was a cultural split in Scotland between the
lowlands, where the way of life and language was similar to that in England, and the
highlands, where (Celtic) Gaelic culture and language prevailed.

Parliament appeared in this period in England. The word ‘parliament’ comes
from the French word parler (to speak), and was first used in England in the
thirteenth century to describe an assembly of nobles called together by the king. In
1295, the Model Parliament set the pattern for the future by including elected

representatives from urban and rural areas.

Questions

1) Who were the first to inhabit the British Isles?

2) Which part of the British Isles was named Britain and why?

3) When did the army of Julius Caesar first invade Britain?

4) What was the function of ‘Hadrian's Wall’ during the Roman conquest?
5) What kingdoms were formed by the Germanic tribes?

6) When did the Norman invasion to Britain begin?

7) When did the first Parliament appear?
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3 History of Britain. Part 2
3.1 The late Middle Ages (13" — 15" century)

The fourteenth century was disastrous for Britain as well as most of Europe,
because of the effect of wars and plagues (Black Death). Probably one-third of
British population died of plague. Whole villages disappeared, and some towns were
almost completely deserted until the plague itself disappeared. Plagues killed sheep
and other animals in the century. It resulted in years of famine and by the end of the
13"™ century the population in Britain decreased from 4 min. people to 2 min. It only
began to grow again in the second half of the fifteenth century.

Britain and France suffered from the damages of war. In the 1330s England
began a long struggle against the French Crown. In France villages were raided or
destroyed by passing armies. The war between England and France lasted for 100
years and is known as the Hundred Years War. England fought with Scots and
wanted to control Ireland and Wales, both of which were trying to become
independent.

During the fourteenth century, towards the end of the Middle Ages, there was a
continuous struggle between the king and his nobles. The first crisis came in 1327
when Edward II was deposed and cruelly murdered. Towards the end of the
fourteenth century Richard II was the second king to be killed by ambitious lords. He
had made himself extremely unpopular by his choice of advisers. Richard II had no
children. There were two possible successors. One was the earl of March, the seven-
year-old grandson of Edward III’s second son. The other was Henry of Lancaster, son
of John of Gaunt (the 3¢ son of Edward III). It was difficult to say which had the
better claim to the throne. But Henry was stronger. He won the support of other
powerful nobles and took the crown by force. Richard died mysteriously soon after.
Henry IV spent the rest of his reign establishing his royal authority. But although he

passed the crown to his son peacefully, from that time and half a century later the
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nobility was divided between those who supported his family, the ‘Lancastrians’, and
those who supported the family of the earl of March, the ‘Y orkists’.

During the fifteenth century the throne of England was claimed by
representatives of two rival groups. The Lancastrians, whose symbol was a red rose,
supported the descendants of the Duke of Lancaster, and the Yorkists, whose symbol
was a white rose, supported the descendants of the Duke of York. The struggle for
power led to the ‘Wars of the Roses’ between 1455 and 1485. They ended when
Henry VII defeated and killed Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth Field and were
followed by a period of stability and strong government.

With the spread of literacy, cultural life in Britain naturally developed also. In
the cities, plays were performed at important religious festivals. They were called
‘mystery plays’ because of the mysterious nature of events in the Bible, and they
were a popular form of culture.

The language itself was changing. French had been used less and less by the
Norman rulers during the thirteenth century. After the Norman Conquest English (the
old Anglo-Saxon language) continued to be spoken by ordinary people but was no
longer written. But ‘Middle English’, the language of the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, was very different from Anglo-Saxon. This was partly because it had not
been written for three hundred years, and partly because it had borrowed so much
from Norman French. By the end of the Middle Ages, English as well as Latin was
being used in legal writing, and also in elementary schools.

Education developed enormously during the fifteenth century, and many
schools were founded by powerful men. Such universities as Oxford and Cambridge

and public schools (Eton and Winchester School) were founded in the middle ages.

3.2 The sixteenth century

The power of the English monarch increased in this period.
The century of Tudor rule (1485 — 1603) is often thought of as a most glorious

period in English history. Henry VII built the foundations of a wealthy nation state
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and a powerful monarchy. His son, Henry VIII, kept a magnificent court, and made
the Church in England truly English by breaking away from the Roman Catholic
Church. Finally, his daughter Elizabeth brought glory to the new state by defeating
the powerful navy of Spain, the greatest European power of the time. During the
Tudor age England experienced one of the greatest artistic periods in its history.

The Tudor dynasty (1485 — 1603) established a system of government
departments, staffed by professionals who depended for their position on the
monarch. As a result, the feudal barons were no longer needed for fulfilling or
making government policy. Parliament was traditionally split into two ‘Houses’. The
House of Lords consisted of the feudal aristocracy and the leaders of the Church; the
House of Commons consisted of representatives from the towns and the less
important landowners in rural areas. It was now more important for monarchs to get
the agreement of the Commons for policy-making because the newly powerful
merchants and landowners (the people with the money) were the members of the
House of Commons.

Protestantism rose in England and the direct cause of it was political and
personal. Henry VIII is one of the most well-known monarchs in English history,
chiefly because he took six wives during his life. Henry VIII wanted a divorce with
his first wife Catherine which the Pope (also the king of Spain) would not give him.
So in 1531 Henry persuaded the bishops to make him head of the Church in England,
and this became law after Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy in 1534. It was a
popular decision. Henry was now free to divorce Catherine and marry his new love,
Anne Boleyn. He hoped Anne would give him a son to follow him on the throne. He
had also previously written a polemic against Protestantism, for which the pope gave
him the title Fidei Defensor (Defender of the Faith). The initials FD still appear on
British coins today.

Also, by making himself head of the ‘Church of England’, independent of
Rome, all church lands came under his control and gave him a large new source of
income.

This rejection of the Roman Church gave a new spirit of patriotic confidence in
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England. The country became more consciously a distinct ‘island nation’. At the
same time, increasing European exploration of the Americas and other parts of the
world meant that England was closer to the geographical centre of western
civilization instead of being, as previously, on the edge of it. It was in the last quarter
of this adventurous and optimistic century that Shakespeare began writing his famous
plays.

By the end of the century Protestantism became the majority religion in
England. It took a form known as Anglicanism, which was not so very different from
Catholicism in its organization and ritual. But in the lowlands of Scotland it took a
more idealistic form. Calvinism, with its strict insistence on simplicity and its dislike
of ritual and celebration, became the dominant religion. It is from this date that the
stereotype of the severe, thrifty Scot developed. However, the Scottish highlands

remained and Ireland remained Catholic.

3.3 The seventeenth century

When James I became the first English king of the Stuart dynasty, he was
already king of Scotland, so the crowns of these two countries were united. Although
their parliaments and administrative and judicial systems continued to be separate,
their linguistic differences were lessened in this century. The kind of Middle English
spoken in lowland Scotland had developed into a written language known as ‘Scots’.
However, the Scottish Protestant church adopted English rather than Scots bibles.

In the sixteenth century religion and politics became linked. This link became
even more intense in the seventeenth century. At the beginning of the century, some
people tried to kill the king because he wasn’t Catholic enough. By the end of the
century, another king had been killed, partly because he seemed too Catholic, and yet
another had been forced into exile for the same reason.

During the century Parliament established its supremacy over the monarchy in
Britain. Anger grew in the country at the way that the Stuart monarchs raised money,

especially because they did not get the agreement of the House of Commons to do so
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first. This was against ancient tradition. In addition, ideological Protestantism,
especially Puritanism, had grown in England. Puritans thought that many of the
practices of the Anglican Church, and also its hierarchical structure were immoral.
Some of them thought the luxurious lifestyle of the king and his followers was
immoral too.

This conflict led to the Civil War, which ended with complete victory for the
parliamentary forces. The king (Charles 1) was captured and became the first
monarch in Europe to be executed after a formal trial for crimes against his people.
The leader of the parliamentary army, Oliver Cromwell, proclaimed a republic
‘Commonwealth’ and equality of rights for people. Scotland and Ireland did not
recognize the republic. And then Cromwell attacked Ireland and Scotland. The Irish
and Scottish armies could not stand against the well-trained and well-armed armies of
the Commonwealth. Soon Cromwell was master of the whole country.

In 1653 Cromwell became Lord Protector of the Commonwealth and ruled
over the country by the advice of the Council and a written Constitution. But during
the last years of his life he became a dictator who ruled over the country without the
council of the people. The English Commonwealth, the first republic in Europe, did
not justify the hopes of the people.

But when Cromwell died, he, his system of government, and the puritan ethics
that went with it (theatres and other forms of amusement had been banned) had
become so unpopular that the son of the executed king was asked to return and take
the throne. In 1660 monarchy and the Anglican Church was restored. However, the
conflict between monarch and Parliament soon re-emerged. The monarch, James II,
tried to give full rights to Catholics, and to promote them in his government.

In 1666 the Great Fire of London destroys most of the city’s old wooden
buildings. It also destroys bubonic plague, which never reappears. Most of the city’s
finest churches, including St Paul’s Cathedral, date from the period of rebuilding
which follows.

The ‘Glorious Revolution’ (‘glorious’ because it was bloodless) followed in

1688, in which Prince William of Orange, ruler of the Netherlands, and his Stuart
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wife Mary, accepted Parliament’s invitation to become king and queen. In this way it
was established that a monarch could rule only with the support of Parliament. In
1689 Parliament immediately made up a Bill of Rights, which limited some of the
powers of the monarch. It also allowed Dissenters (those who did not agree with the

practices of Anglicanism) to practise their religion freely.

3.4 The eighteenth century

Politically, this century was stable. Monarch and Parliament got on quite well
together. One reason for this was that the monarch’s favourite politicians, through the
royal power of protection, were able to control the election and voting habits of a
large number of Members of Parliament (MPs) in the House of Commons.

Within Parliament two opposed collections of allies formed. One group, the
Whigs, were the political ‘descendants’ of the parliamentarians. They supported the
Protestant values of hard work and thrift, were sympathetic to Dissenters and
believed in government by monarch and aristocracy together. The other group, the
Tories, had a greater respect for the idea of the monarchy and the importance of the
Anglican Church (and sometimes even a little sympathy for Catholics and the
Stuarts). The two terms, Whig and Tory, had in fact first been used in the late 1670s.

The modern system of an annual budget made up by the monarch’s Treasury
officials for the approval of Parliament was established during this century. So, too,
was the habit of the monarch appointing one principal, or ‘Prime’, Minister from the
ranks of Parliament to head his government.

At the beginning of the century (1707), by agreement, the Scottish Parliament
joined with the English and Welsh Parliament at Westminster in London. However,
Scotland retained its own system of law, more similar to continental European
systems than to that of England. It does so to this day.

The only part of Britain to change radically as a result of political forces in this
century was the highlands area of Scotland. This area twice supported failed attempts

to put a (Catholic) Stuart monarch back on the throne by force. After the second
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attempt, many inhabitants of the highlands were killed or sent away from Britain. The
Celtic way of life was effectively destroyed.

It was cultural change that was most marked in this century. Britain gradually
expanded its empire in the Americas, along the west African coast and in India. The
increased trade led to the Industrial Revolution. The many technical innovations in
the areas of manufacturing and transport during this period were also important
contributing factors. The invention of machinery created factories.

In England, areas of common land, which had been available for use by
everybody in a village for the breeding of animals since Anglo-Saxon times,
disappeared as landowners made them large and efficient farms. (Some pieces of
common land remain in Britain today, used mainly as public parks. They are often
called ‘the common’.) Hundreds of thousands of people moved from rural areas into
new towns and cities. Most of these new towns and cities were in the north of
England, where the raw materials for industry were available. In this way, the north,
which had previously been economically backward compared to the south, became
the industrial heartland of the country.

In the south of England, London came to dominate, not as an industrial centre
but as a business and trading centre. By the end of the century, it had a population
close to a million.

Despite all the urban development, social power and prestige rested on the
possession of land in the countryside. The outward sign of this prestige was the
ownership of a country seat — a gracious country mansion with land attached. More
than a thousand such mansions were built in the eighteenth century.

In 1783 after a war, Britain recognized the independence of American colonies.

In 1788 the first British settlers arrived to Australia.

3.5 The nineteenth century

Not long before this century began, Britain had lost its most important

American colonies in a war of independence. When the century began, the country
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was at war with France, during which an invasion by a French army was a real
possibility. In 1805 a British fleet under the command of Admiral Horatio Nelson
defeats Napoleon’s French fleet at the Battle of Trafalgar. Nelson’s Column in
Trafalgar Square in London commemorates this national hero, who died during the
battle.

In 1800 Ireland became the part of the UK and it was during this century that
the British culture and way of life came to predominate in Ireland. In the 1840s, the
potato crop failed two years in a row and there was a terrible famine. Millions of
peasants, those with Irish Gaelic language and customs, either died or emigrated. By
the end of the century almost the whole of the remaining population were using
English as their first language.

Soon after the end of the century, Britain controlled the biggest empire which
consisted of Canada, Australia and New Zealand, where settlers from the British Isles
formed the majority of the population. These countries had complete internal self-
government but recognized the overall authority of the British government. Another
was India, an enormous country with a culture more ancient than Britain’s. Tens of
thousands of British civil servants and troops were used to govern it. At the head of
this administration was a viceroy (governor) whose position within the country was
similar to the monarch’s in Britain itself. Because India was so far away, and the
journey from Britain took so long, these British officials spent most of their working
lives there and so developed a distinctly Anglo-Indian way of life. They imposed
British institutions and methods of government on the country, and returned to
Britain when they retired. Large parts of Africa also belonged to the empire.

As well as these areas (Canada, Australia, New Zealand, India and Africa), the
empire included numerous smaller areas and islands.

A change in attitude in Britain towards colonization during the nineteenth
century gave new encouragement to the empire builders. Previously, colonization had
been seen as a matter of settlement, of commerce, or of military strategy. The aim
was simply to possess territory, but not necessarily to govern it. By the end of the

century, colonization was seen as a matter of destiny. There was an enormous
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increase in wealth during the century, so that Britain became the world's foremost
economic power. This, together with long years of political stability unequalled
anywhere else in Europe, gave the British a sense of supreme confidence, even
arrogance, about their culture and civilization. The British came to see themselves as
having a duty to spread this culture and civilization around the world.

There were great changes in social structure. Most people now lived in towns
and cities. They no longer depended on country landowners for their living but rather
on the owners of industries. These factory owners held the real power in the country,
along with the new and growing middle class of tradespeople. As they established
their power, so they established a set of values which emphasized hard work, thrift,
religious observance, family life, an awareness of one's duty, absolute honesty in
public life and extreme respectability in sexual matters. This is the set of values
which we now call Victorian.

Queen Victoria reigned from 1837 to 1901. During her reign, although the
modern powerlessness of the monarch was confirmed (she was often forced to accept
as Prime Ministers people she personally disliked), she herself became an
increasingly popular symbol of Britain’s success in the world. As a hard-working,
religious mother of nine children, devoted to her husband, Prince Albert, she was
regarded as the personification of contemporary morals.

Britain was gradually turning into something resembling a modern state.
Slavery and the laws against people on the basis of religion were abolished, and laws
were made to protect workers from some of the worst forms of exploitation resulting
from the industrial mode of production. In 1829 the first modern police force Robert
Peel, a government minister, organizes the first modern police force. The police are
still sometimes known today as ‘bobbies’. (‘Bobby’ is a short form of the name

‘Robert’.) In 1870 free primary education (up to the age of 11) was established.
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3.6 The twentieth century

At the start of the twentieth century Britain was still the greatest world power.
By the middle of the century Britain was clearly weaker than either the United States
or the Soviet Union. By the end of the seventies Britain was no longer a world power
at all, and was not even among the richest European powers. One reason for this
sudden decline was the cost and effort of two world wars: the Great War — 1914 (the
World War I) and the World War II — 1939. Another reason was the cost of keeping
up the empire, followed by the economic problems involved in losing it. But the most
important reason was the basic weaknesses in Britain’s industrial power, and
particularly its failure to spend as much as other industrial nations in developing its
industry.

During this century many social reforms were made. In 1902 selective
secondary education was introduced. In 1908 government started to give old-age
pensions. In 1911 the power of the House of Lords was reduced.

It was from the beginning of this century that the urban working class (the
majority of the population) finally began to make its voice heard. In Parliament, the
Labour party gradually replaced the Liberals (the ‘descendants’ of the Whigs) as the
main opposition to the Conservatives (the ‘descendants’ of the Tories). In addition,
trade unions managed to organize themselves. In 1926, they were powerful enough to
hold a General Strike, and from the 1930s until the 1980s the Trades Union Congress
was probably the single most powerful political force outside the institutions of
government and Parliament. From 1928 all men and women over the age of twenty-
one can now vote.

In 1922 after the treaty between Ireland and Britain made in 1921 southern
Ireland became free. In 1949 the republic of Ireland was set up. In 1953 Elizabeth 11
became the Queen of the UK.

Britain still has some valuable advantages. The discovery of oil in the North
Sea has rescued the nation from a situation that might have been far worse. And in

electronics and technology Britain is still a world competitor.
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Questions:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

What was called Black Death? When did it take place?

Who took part in the Hundred Years War?

How many wives did Henry VIII have?

Who became the first head of the ‘Church of England’?

Has ever Britain been a republic? What was its name?

Why was the ‘Glorious Revolution’ called so?

When did Britain recognize the independence of American colonies?
What happened at the Battle of Trafalgar?

When did Elizabeth II become the Queen of the UK?

Who are the three long-reigning queens?
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4 Geography’
4.1 Geographical position of the UK®

The United Kingdom of Great Britain is situated on the British Isles situated to
the north-west of the continent of Europe. The largest islands are Great Britain
(comprising England, Wales and Scotland), and Ireland, (comprising Northern
Ireland and the Irish Republic). The United Kingdom includes also more than 5000
smaller islands. In the west the country is washed by the Atlantic Ocean, in the east
by the North Sea. Great Britain is separated from the continent by the English
Channel and the Strait of Dover (32 km wide).

The surface of England and Ireland is rather flat while the highland area
comprises Scotland and most of Wales. The Cheviot Hills running from east to west,
separate England from Scotland. The Pennine Chain extends southward from the
Cheviot Hills into the Midlands.

There are many rivers in Great Britain but they are not long. The longest river
is the Severn, flowing along the border between England and Wales, south-west into
the Irish Sea. The busiest and the most important river is the Thames. The chief river
in Scotland is the Clyde. Many of the English and Scottish rivers are joined by canals,
so that it’s possible to travel by water from one end of Great Britain to the other.

The UK has many beautiful lakes in Scotland and north-west England. Many
Scottish valleys between the hills are filled with lakes, called lochs. The best known
is Loch Ness where as some people think a large monster lives. The Lake District in
northern England with its lakes, mountains and valleys is a favourite holiday resort.

There are no great forests in Great Britain now. Historically, the most famous

forest is Sherwood forest, the home of Robin Hood. It is to the north of London.
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4.2 The four countries (landscape, economy)

4.2.1 England

England is the largest and most populated part of the United Kingdom.
England 1s a highly developed industrialized country; about eighty per cent of the
population live in urban areas. It is a major trading nation through the main ports of
London, Liverpool and Southampton. In the north England is separated from
Scotland by the Cheviot Hills, running from east to west; in the west the country
borders on Wales. The coasts of England are washed by the North Sea and the Irish
Sea. The English Channel and the Strait of Dover separate England from France in
the south. No part of England is more than 120 km from the sea. Due to the seas and
the ocean surrounding England, the country has mild climate, beautiful greenery, and
highly developed fishing industry.

England is mostly a lowland country. There are upland regions in the north —
the Pennine Chain, extending southward from the Cheviot Hills into the Midlands.
The Lake District in Northern England with its beautiful long lakes, mountains and
valleys is a favourite holiday resort.

There are many rivers in England: the Severn, the Ouse, the Trent, the Tyne,
the Werf, the Avon. They are not very long and most of them flow into the North
Sea. But the busiest and most important river is the Thames. The rivers are of great
significance for communication and especially for carrying goods.

England is divided into the Midlands, Southern England and Northern England.

The Midlands is the main industrial area in England. The industries of the
Midlands, with Birmingham as its chief city, produce all kinds of metal goods, from
motor cars and railway engines to pins and buttons. On the east coast, Grimsby,
although a comparatively small town, is one of Britain’s most important fishing ports.

Northern England. The Pennine mountains run up the middle of northern
England like a spine. On either side there are large deposits of coal and iron ore.
Manchester is the commercial centre of the textile industry and one of the chief

centres of electrical and heavy engineering, machine tools and dye-stuffs in Britain.
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Bradford and Leeds are the world’s leading producers of woollen goods. Sheffield is
famous for its high-quality steels, cutlery and tools. Liverpool is the second port of
Britain, after London, a great centre of shipbuilding and shiprepairing.

Far away from the main industrial areas, the north of England is sparsely
populated. In the north-western corner of the country is the Lake District. It is the
favourite destination of people who enjoy walking holidays and the whole area is
classified as a National Park (the largest in England).

Southern England. The area surrounding the outer suburbs of London has the
reputation of being ‘commuter land’. This is the most densely populated area in the
UK which does not include a large city, and millions of its inhabitants travel into
London to work every day.

Further out from London there is the county of Kent, which is known as ‘the
garden of England’ because of the many kinds of fruit and vegetables are grown
there. The Downs, a series of hills in a horseshoe shape to the south of London, are
used for sheep farming. The southern side of the Downs reaches the sea in many
places and forms the white cliffs of the south coast. Many retired people live along
this coast. Employment in the south-east of England is mainly in trade, the provision
of services and light manufacturing. There is little heavy industry.

The region known as ‘the West Country’ has an attractive image of rural
beauty. There is some industry and one large city (Bristol was once Britain's most
important port after London), but farming is more widespread than it is in most other
regions. Some parts of the west country are well-known for their dairy produce, such
as Devonshire cream, and fruit. The south-west peninsula is the most popular holiday
area in Britain. The winters are so mild in some low-lying parts that it is even
possible to grow palm trees, and that is why is received the name ‘the English
Riviera’.

East Anglia, to the north-east of London, is also comparatively rural. It is the
only region in Britain where there are large areas of flat land. This region is known

for growing of wheat and barley. Part of this region, the area known as the Fens is
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criss-crossed by hundreds of waterways but there are no towns here, so this is a

popular area for boating holidays.

4.2.2 Scotland

Scotland is the most northern of the four countries constituting Great Britain. It
occupies the territory of about 80 thousand square kilometers and is not so densely
populated as England. The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh, situated in the eastern
part of the Central Lowlands.

Scotland 1s the land of mountains lost in clouds, wild moorlands, narrow
valleys and plains, famous lakes, called lochs, and no end of large and small islands
off the coast. In its climate and vegetation, its mountain and valley structure, Scotland
resembles other regions of north-west Europe that look out towards the Atlantic. The
country can be roughly divided into three main regions: the Border (i.e. the frontier
with England), the central Lowlands, and the Highlands.

Just north of the border (The Border) with England are the southern uplands, an
area of small towns, quite far apart from each other, whose economy depends on
sheep farming.

More than 80% of the population of Scotland live in the Lowlands. The largest
cities are Glasgow and Edinburgh.

Glasgow is the third largest city in Britain. It is associated with heavy industry
and some of the worst housing conditions in Britain. Glasgow has a strong artistic
heritage. In 1990, it was the European City of culture.

Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland and is associated with scholarship, the law
and administration. There are many fine historic buildings and there is a rock in the
middle of the city on which stands the castle. Perhaps that is why it is called ‘the
Athens of the north’. Three very famous rivers, the Tay, the Forth and the Tweed
flow peacefully through broad valleys into the sea on the east; a fourth, the Clyde

runs into the Atlantic Ocean.
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Finally, there are the highlands, consisting of mountains and deep valleys and
including numerous small islands off the west coast. The Highlands of Scotland are
among the oldest mountains in the world. Here the Grampian mountains, extending
from north-east to south-west across Scotland, form a boundary between Highlands
and Lowlands. They reach their highest point in Ben Nevis — 1343 m. Many of the
deep valleys between the hills are filled with lakes, called by their Gaelic names of
lochs. The beautiful Loch Lomond with its 30 islands is the largest.

Fewer than a million people live there. Tourism and the production of whisky

are important for the local economy.

4.2.3 Wales

Another constituent part of the United Kingdom is Wales. This small country is
situated along the western side of the island that juts out into the sea in the form of a
rectangle about 120 miles long and 60 miles wide. It occupies the territory of about
17. 000 sq. miles. About three million people live in it.

Most people in Wales live in the south-east of the country. Coal is mined in
south Wales. Despite its industry, there are no really large cities in this area (Cardiff,
the capital of Wales, has a population of about a quarter of a million). It is the only
part of Britain with a high proportion of industrial villages.

Most of the rest of Wales is mountainous. The Cambrian Mountains are
situated along the western coast of Wales. Because of this, communication between
south and north is very difficult. As a result, each part of Wales has closer contact
with its neighbouring part of England than it does with other parts of Wales: the north
with Liverpool, and mid-Wales with the English west midlands. The area around
Mount Snowdon (1085 m) in the north-west of the country is very beautiful and is the

largest National Park in Britain.
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4.2.4 Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland is the smallest component of the United Kingdom. It occupies
the northeast of the island of Ireland, only one sixth of its territory. There are low
hills and peaks of rocks in the northwest, while the northeast region of the island is a
plateau. Scafell Pike (978m) is the highest mountain in Northern Ireland. Ireland is
sometimes called the Emerald Isle due to its beautiful greenness. The fact is that the
winds usually blow in from the Atlantic Ocean and make the air and soil warm and
damp. Grass grows well in such a climate and it makes the island so beautiful.

Though Northern Ireland is not rich in minerals, industrialization has grown in
and around Belfast, which is the capital. More than two-thirds of the population of
Northern Ireland is concentrated in Belfast and in the neighbouring counties. Three
basic industries are developed here — agriculture, textiles and shipbuilding.

It has several areas of spectacular natural beauty. One of these is the Giant's
Causeway on its north coast, so-called because the rocks in the area form what look

like enormous stepping stones.

4.3 The islands of the UK
4.3.1 The Islands of England

Starting with the north-east coast of England there is Holy Isle with its ruined
monastery. This island still retains its population and appears rather prosperous. It is
separated from the mainland only by a wide stretch of wet sand at low tide, and can
be reached on foot or by motor-car.

A little further south are the Fame Islands, now preserved as a wild-life
sanctuary. There are from fifteen to twenty-eight islands, depending on whether they
are counted at high tide or low. The Fames are a better place for birds and rabbits

than for men, and the dangerous rocks and reefs.
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Parts of the coasts of Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex and Kent also become islands at
high tide, but they are so linked by roads and bridges that it is difficult to distinguish
them from the surrounding countryside.

The Isle of Wight lies off the south coast of England and is one of its counties.
The climate is maritime and mild. The chief town Newport is a market town known
since 1184. It is located in the centre of the island at the head of the wild estuary of
the Medina river. The main industries are plastics, manufacturing woodwork,
brewing and mineral water manufacturing. The Isle annually attracts thousands of
holiday-makers and a great many people daily cross the water to earn their
livelihoods in Southampton and Portsmouth.

The Channel Islands form an archipelago situated in the English Channel, lying
south of England. The group comprises many rocky islands of which the four biggest
are Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark. Because of the rocky shores and many reefs
round the islands navigation is dangerous in this area, though there are several
lighthouses on the rocks.

These fertile islands export fruit, vegetables and flowers chiefly to England.

4.3.2 The Islands of Scotland

Round the coast of Scotland there are about eight hundred islands. Some are
tiny, some are large, some lie close together, scattered over the sea, others lie alone.
On some islands people live, on others sheep are the sole inhabitants, while still birds
and grey seals can also be seen.

The Shetlands or Shetland Islands constitute the archipelago off North
Scotland, and are the most northern British territory in Europe. The present
population is estimated at a little under 20,000 people. A large proportion of the
young men are always serving in the Mercantile Marine — ships employed in
commerce. The rest part of the population is engaged in fishery, sheep and cattle

raising, especially native horses (Shetland ponies).
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Off north-eastern coast of Scotland there are the Orkneys. Among the grey
houses of Kirkwall, Orkney's chief town, there is the eight-hundred-year-old
Cathedral of St. Magnus, red in colour, a landmark to sailors far out at sea.

The Hebrides or Western Islands, situated in the Atlantic Ocean west of
Scotland, are divided by the Little Minch (strait off north-west coast of Scotland) into
two groups: Outer Hebrides or the Long Island and Inner Hebrides. The most
northern island of the Outer Hebrides is Lewis. In the extreme north of Lewis there
are impressive cliffs, where rises a great arch of rock. The story goes that it was
formed by the devil, so that he could attach a chain to the island and drag it away

with him to the sea.

4.3.3 The Isle of Man

The Isle of Man is situated in the Irish Sea and is at equal distances from
England, Scotland and Wales. Its area is about 600 sq. km.

The Isle of Man is neither English, Irish nor Scottish, but has affinities with all
three countries. It has been inhabited in turn by Picts and Scots, Celts and Vikings
and English and in some out-of-the-way places you will find relics and memorials of
these various peoples.

Today Man remains a little kingdom in its own right, with its own government
to make its own laws. The laws it passes are usually those passed previously by the
House of Commons, with modifications to suit local conditions.

The centre of the Isle of Man and its capital, is the pleasure resort of Douglas.
The population of the town is 20 thousand people. The town is better known than the

island, because it is visited annually by hundreds of thousands of visitors.

4.4 Climate in the UK

The climate in Britain is milder than that of other countries. The Atlantic

Ocean and the warm waters of Gulf Stream influence the climate of Great Britain,
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making it temperate and mild. The winters are warmer and the summers are cooler
than those on the continent. It is never too hot or too cold there. But the weather in
Britain is very changeable and it is the favourite topic of conversation. The best
seasons in England are spring and summer. The air is fresh, the sky is often blue and
cloudless, the sun shines brightly. The trees are full of blossoms, the ground is
covered with emerald-green grass as a carpet.

In winter they have all sorts of weather. Sometimes it rains and sometimes it
snows heavily, and they also have fog and frost. The two worst months in England
are January and February. They get many cold, wet days one after another. The
coldest weather, when it freezes night after night and remains cold during the day, is
much more pleasant than the wet weather. The winters are never cold.

It may snow any time from November to March. But in England in winter it
rains more often than it snows. That’s why some English people do not wear heavy
overcoats but only warm raincoats.

The most typical feature of the climate in England is the thick fog that they
often have in autumn and in winter. It comes often and stays for weeks together. It
may be of different colours. It may be white, yellow and sometimes black because of
the smoke of thousands of chimneys. The worst of all is the yellow suffocating fog,
called smog (smoke + fog). It enters all the houses, all the rooms so that the lamps in
the rooms look quite dim. In a thick smog cars and buses move very slowly. People
do not see each other at arm’s length. They walk along groping through the streets

because they are afraid to lose their way in the fog.

4.5 Vegetation and Wildlife in the UK

With its mild climate and varied soils, the United Kingdom has a diverse
pattern of natural vegetation. Originally, oak forests probably covered the lowland,
except for the fens and marsh areas, while pine forests and patches of moorland
covered the higher or sandy ground. Over the centuries, much of the forest area,

especially on the lowlands, was cleared for cultivation. Today only about 9% of the
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total surface is wooded. Fairly extensive forests remain in the east and north Scotland
and in southeast England. Oak, elm Bs3, ash sicens, and beech are the most common
trees in England. Pine and birch are most common in Scotland. Almost all the
lowland outside the industrial centers is farmland, with a varied seminatural
vegetation of grasses and flowering plants. Wild vegetation consists of the natural
flora of woods, fens and marshes, cliffs, chalk downs, and mountain slopes, the most
widespread being the heather, grasses, gorse, and bracken of the moorlands.

The fauna is similar to that of northwestern continental Europe, although there
are fewer species. Some of the larger mammals — wolf, bear, boar, and reindeer — are
extinct, but red and roe deer xocymns are protected for sport. Common smaller
mammals are foxes, hares, hedgehogs, rabbits, weasels, stoats, shrews, rats, and mice;
otters are found in many rivers, and seals frequently appear along the coast. There are
few reptiles and amphibians. Roughly 230 species of birds reside in the United
Kingdom, and another 200 are migratory. Most numerous are the chaffinch,
blackbird, sparrow, and starling. The number of large birds is declining, however,
except for game birds — pheasant, partridge, and red grouse — which are protected.
The rivers and lakes abound in salmon, trout, perch, pike, roach, dace, and grayling.

There are more than 21,000 species of insects.

Questions:

1) What is the capital of England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales?
2) What islands does the UK occupy?

3) What is the country washed by?

4) Where are the Cheviot Hills situated?

5) What is the highest pick of the country?

6) What is the longest river of the UK?

7) What islands are the most northern British territory?

8) Where is the Isle of Man situated?

9) What influences the climate of the UK?
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5 Political structure of the UK’
5.1 British monarchy (myths, reality, role)

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. The head of state is Queen
Elizabeth II. The position of the monarch in Britain is a perfect illustration of the
contradictory nature of monarchy.

On the one hand from the evidence of written law only, the Queen has almost
absolute power, and it all seems very undemocratic.

Myths:

1) Other countries have ‘citizens’. But in Britain people are legally described
as ‘subjects’ — subjects of Her Majesty the Queen.

2) The queen doesn’t have people; she has her government, which helps her to
run the country.

Every autumn, at the state opening of Parliament, Elizabeth II, who became
Queen in 1952, makes a speech. In it, she says what ‘my government’ intends to do in
the coming year. And indeed, it is her government, not the people’s.

3) The queen chooses anybody she likes to run the government for her. There
are no restrictions on whom she picks as her Prime Minister. It does not have to be
somebody who has been elected. She could choose me; she could even choose you.

4) The same is true for her choices of people to fill some hundred or so other
ministerial positions. And if she gets fed up with her ministers, she can just dismiss
them. Officially speaking, they are all ‘servants of the Crown’ (not servants of
anything like ‘the country’ or ‘the people’).

5) She also appears to have great power over Parliament. It is she who
summons a Parliament, and she who dissolves it before a general election. Nothing
that Parliament has decided can become law until she has agreed to it.

6) Similarly, it is the Queen, and not any other figure of authority, who
embodies the law in the courts. In the USA, when the police take someone to court to

accuse them of a crime, the court records show that ‘the people’ have accused that
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person. In other countries it might be ‘the state’ that makes the accusation. But in
Britain it is ‘the Crown’. This is because of the legal authority of the monarch. And
when an accused person is found guilty of a crime, he or she might be sent to one of
‘Her Majesty’s’ prisons.

Reality is different.

1) In fact, the Queen cannot choose anyone she likes to be Prime Minister. She
has to choose someone who has the support of the majority of MPs in the House of
Commons. This is because according to the law ‘her’ government can only collect
taxes with the agreement of the Commons, so if she did not choose such a person, the
government would stop functioning. In practice the person she chooses is the leader
of the strongest party in the House of Commons. Similarly, it is really the Prime
Minister who decides who the other government ministers are going to be (although
officially the Prime Minister simply ‘advises’ the monarch who to choose).

2) It is the same story with Parliament. Again, the Prime Minister will talk
about ‘requesting’ a dissolution of Parliament when he or she wants to hold an
election, but it would normally be impossible for the monarch to refuse this ‘request’.

3) Similarly, while, in theory, the Queen could refuse the royal assent to a bill
passed by Parliament and so stop it becoming law — no monarch has actually done so
since the year 1708. Indeed, the royal assent is so automatic that the Queen doesn’t
even bother to give it in person. Somebody else signs the documents for her.

4) In reality the Queen has almost no power at all. When she opens Parliament
each year the speech she makes has been written for her. She makes no secret of this
fact. She very obviously reads out the script that has been prepared for her, word for
word.

The queen has three roles. First, the monarch is the personal embodiment of the
government of the country. This means that people can be as critical as they like
about the real government, and can argue that it should be thrown out, without being
accused of being unpatriotic. Because of the clear separation between the symbol of
government (the Queen) and the actual government (the ministers, who are also

MPs), changing the government does not threaten the stability of the country as a
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whole. Other countries without a monarch have to use something else as the symbol
of the country. In the USA, for example, one of these is its flag, and to damage the
flag in any way is actually a criminal offence.

Second, it is argued that the monarch could act as a final check on a
government that was becoming dictatorial. If the government ever managed to pass a
bill through Parliament which was obviously terribly bad and very unpopular, the
monarch could refuse the royal assent and the bill would not become law.

Third, the monarch has a very practical role to play. By being a figurehead and
representing the country, Queen Elizabeth II can perform the ceremonial duties which
heads of state often have to spend their time on. This way, the real government has
more time to get on with the actual job of running the country.

However, the British monarchy is probably more important to the economy of
the country than it is to the system of government. To be exact the monarchy helps
the tourist industry, because tourists are attracted by the British royal family and the
events and buildings associated with the monarchy and if they come to the country

they don’t miss a chance to see everything with their own eyes.

5.2 The royal family®

Possibly the most popular member of the royal family, the Queen Mother
(Queen Elizabeth’s mother), was known for her good health, her energy, and the
seriousness with which she took her responsibilities. She died in her sleep on March
30, 2002. She was 101. Although she turned 100 years old on August 4, 2000, she
continued to carry out official duties.

The Queen Mother was descended from the Scottish royal family. In January
1923 she married an old childhood playmate, the Duke of York, son of King George
V. They had two daughters, Elizabeth, the present queen, and Margaret, who died
Feb. 9, 2002, at age 71.
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In 1936 King George V died and his eldest son became King Edward VIII.
However, when he abdicated later that year, the Duke and Duchess of York became
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.

Queen Elizabeth II was born on April 21, 1926, the first child of the Duke and
Duchess of York. She and her younger sister, Margaret, were educated at home. Like
the rest of her family, Princess Elizabeth was athletic, loved the outdoors, and
became a skilled horseback rider. After her father became king in 1936, Princess
Elizabeth immediately became second in line, what is known as ‘the heir
presumptive’ and began studying constitutional history and law.

Assuming the throne in 1952 after her father died, she has been a tireless and
popular monarch. The Queen, making some 350 official engagements each year,
entertains nearly 50,000 people at Buckingham Palace, and serves as patron or
president of 700 organizations.

She also travels extensively, taking a particular interest in former colonies,
which are now members of the British Commonwealth. As Great Britain’s head of
state, the Queen has weekly audiences with the Prime Minister and other cabinet
ministers. She receives copies of all cabinet papers, the records of all cabinet
committee meetings, a daily summary of events in Parliament, and important Foreign
Office telegrams. She is also official head of the Church of England.

In 1947, Elizabeth married Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten, now officially
known as His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. He was the son
of Prince Andrew of Greece and a great-great-grandson of Queen Victoria. They have
four children, Prince Charles, Princess Anne, Prince Andrew, and Prince Edward, as
well as six grandchildren, Prince William, Prince Harry, Princess Eugenie, Princess
Beatrice, Peter Phillips, and Zara Phillips.

Charles Philip Arthur George, the Prince of Wales and heir apparent to the
throne, was born in Buckingham Palace on November 14, 1948. Prince Charles takes
an active role in many organizations and attends official functions. He is also

particularly interested in architecture and is an active sportsman.

48



Prince Charles married Lady Diana Spencer on July 29, 1981. The royal couple
had two children, Prince William and Prince Henry (Harry).

The Prince and Princess of Wales separated in 1992 and divorced in 1996.
There were sensational press reports about adultery on both sides. Charles’
relationship with Camilla Parker Bowles became so unpopular that at one point
Camilla was pelted with rolls by fellow shoppers at a supermarket.

Public sympathy for Diana reached a peak in 1997, when she died in a horrific
car accident. Although Charles has worked hard to mend his image, there remains
considerable support for the throne to pass directly from Queen Elizabeth to Charles'
son, Prince William.

Charles, after earning high marks as a caring and dutiful father, has become
more popular. Charles and Camilla finally got married on April 9, 2005, in a civil
ceremony. She took the title of the Duchess of Cornwall instead of Princess of Wales
in consideration of the public’s regard for Diana.

Second in line to the throne behind his father, William was born on June 21,
1982. With outings to such places as amusement parks and McDonalds, Diana tried
to show her children a bit of ordinary life. She also pleaded with the media to spare
them from relentless press coverage. After graduating from Eton College, Windsor,
William took a year off from school.

He had wanted to spend his year off playing polo in Argentina, but his father
forbade it because he thought it was ‘too decadent’. He instead spent some time on
army maneuvers in Belize, working on community projects in southern Chile, and
visiting Africa. In 2001 he began attending prestigious St. Andrews University in
Scotland. Originally studying art history, he later switched to geography. As heir to
the throne and the future head of the Church of England, William’s schooling and
general upbringing depend on approval by the Queen, Prince Philip, the Archbishop
of Canterbury, and a subcommittee of royal advisers.

William entered the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst in January 2006,
joining his younger brother Harry who then graduated in April 2006.
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Known as Harry, Prince Henry Charles Albert David was born on September
15, 1984. Third in line to the throne, Prince Henry began attending Eton College,
Windsor, along with this older brother, William. High-spirited Harry has been
involved in several public incidents, including his wearing a Nazi uniform to a party.
Harry graduated from the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst in April 2006.

Princess Anne was born on August 15, 1950. She is the second child and the
only daughter of the Queen, Anne Elizabeth Alice Louise is an active royal. She is
also known as the Princess Royal. She is president or patron of 222 organizations. In
1973 she married Lieutenant (later Captain) Mark Phillips of the Queen’s Dragoon
Guards. They had two children, Peter and Zara, who do not possess hereditary titles
because their father did not have one. In 1992, Princess Anne and Mark Phillips were
divorced. Later that year the Princess married Captain Timothy Laurence, now Rear
Admiral, of the Royal Navy.

The third child of Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip, Prince Andrew, Duke of
York, is considered less of an intellectual and more of an athlete than Prince Charles.
Born on February 19, 1960, he is also known as ‘Randy Andy’ for his reputation with
women. Andrew currently serves in the Diplomacy Section of the Naval Staff at the
Ministry of Defense. In 1986, Andrew married Sarah Ferguson. They had two
daughters, Princesses Beatrice and Eugenie. In 1996 the couple divorced.

The youngest child and third son of the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh, Edward
Antony Richard Louis was born March 10, 1964. After three years in the Royal
Marines, Prince Edward left to become a theater producer, eventually forming his
own television production company. Patron of a number of musical and theatrical
organizations, Edward also performs official duties. Edward married Sophie Rhys-
Jones, a public relations executive, in 1999. Upon his marriage, Edward became the
Earl of Wessex and Viscount Severn. They had a daughter, Louise, in November

2003.
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5.3 Political structure and style of democracy

Britain is a constitutional monarchy. That means it is a country governed by a
king or queen who accepts the advice of a parliament.

However Britain does not have ‘a constitution’ at all. Of course, there are rules,
regulations, principles and procedures for the running of the country — all the things
which are known collectively as ‘the constitution’. But there is no single written
document which can be appealed to as the highest law in any matter of dispute.
Nobody can refer to ‘article 6° or ‘the first amendment’ or anything like that, because
nothing like that exists.

Although the country’s constitution is not written down as a whole, some parts
of it are put down in Acts of Parliament. They are called ‘statutes’ or ‘laws’. Besides
the statutes, there are also the so called ‘constitutional conventions’ (unwritten rules,
that is uncodified procedural agreements based on custom), which are supposed to be
followed by the state institutions.

Britain is also a parliamentary democracy. That is, it is a country whose
government is controlled by a parliament which has been elected by the people.

In fact, the government in Britain has a comparatively free hand. In Britain
democracy involves less participation by ordinary citizens in governing and
lawmaking than it does in many other countries. If the government wants to make an
important change in the way that the country is run — to change, for example, the
electoral system or the powers of the Prime Minister — it does not have to ask the
people. It does not even have to have a special vote in Parliament with an especially
high proportion of MPs in favour. It just needs to get Parliament to agree in the same
way as for any new law.

In many countries an important constitutional change cannot be made without a
referendum in which everybody in the country has the chance to vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’. In
other countries, such as the USA, people often have the chance to vote on particular
proposals for changing laws that directly affect their everyday life, on smoking in

public places or the location of a new hospital, for example. Nothing like this
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happens in Britain. There has only been one countrywide referendum in British
history (in 1975, on whether the country should stay in the European Community).

In many aspects of life the country has comparatively few rules and
regulations. This lack of regulation works both ways. Just as there are comparatively
few rules telling the individual what he or she must or must not do, so there are
comparatively few rules telling the government what it can or cannot do. Two unique
aspects of British life will make this clear.

First, Britain is one of the very few European countries whose citizens do not
have identity cards. British people are not obliged to carry identification with them.
You do not even have to have your driving license with you in your car. If the police
ask to see it, you have twenty-four hours to take it to them!

Second, and on the other hand, Britain does not have a Freedom of Information
Act. There is no law which obliges a government authority or agency to show you
what information it has collected about you. In fact, it goes further than that. There is
a law (called the Official Secrets Act) which obliges many government employees
not to tell anyone about the details of their work. It seems that in Britain, both your
own identity and the information which the government has about your identity are
regarded as, in a sense, private matters.

These two aspects are characteristic of the relationship in Britain between the
individual and the state. That is why people and government that both should leave
each other alone as much as possible. The duties of the individual towards the state
are not to break the law and pay taxes. There is no national service (military or
otherwise); people are not obliged to vote at elections if they can’t be bothered;
people do not have to register their change of address with any government authority
when they move house.

As a result the relations between people are cool towards politics. It is not that
people hate their politicians. They just regard them with a high degree of suspicion.
They do not expect them to be corrupt or to use their position to amass personal
wealth, but they do expect them to be frequently dishonest. People are not really

shocked when the government is caught lying.
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5.4 The Government (the executive power: the cabinet, Prime Minister,

civil service, local government authorities)

The organs of government in the United Kingdom are:

— the legislature, which consists of the Queen in Parliament, and is the supreme
authority of the state;

— the executive power, which consists of: 1) the Cabinet and other ministers of
the Crown, who are responsible for initiating and directing national policy; 2)
Government departments, most of them under the control of ministers, and all staffed
by civil servants, who are responsible for administration at the national level; 3) local
authorities, who administer and manage many services at the local level; and 4)
statutory boards, which are responsible for the operation of particular nationalised
industries or public services;

— the judiciary, which determines common law and interprets statutes.

The executive power is realized by Prime Minister and his Cabinet. The
government is usually formed by the party that wins the election and receives the
majority in the House of Commons. The leader of the party becomes Prime Minister.
He appoints ministers and forms the Cabinet. The Cabinet, consisting of 20 ministers,
holds office for five years. Each member of the Cabinet is a minister responsible for a
government department. The Cabinet meets at the Prime Minister’s house — number
10 Downing street. The second largest party becomes the official opposition with its
own leader and the Shadow Cabinet.

The Prime Minister has the most power in the country: it is he who appoints
and dismisses ministers, decides who i1s to be in each committee.

That is why the Cabinet today is the motive power and source of initiative in
government. The ultimate decision on all questions of policy rests with the Cabinet.
Important government decisions are normally announced in the House of Commons.

The modern government is arranged in about 15 departments, whose heads are
ministers. But the ministers are public persons, they belong to one of the main two

political parties and will pass away together with their party moving into opposition.
53



Therefore, most of them are not professionals and understand little in the work of the
department they head. The real force which moves the departments is the Civil
Service.

Governments come and go, but the civil service remains. It is no accident that
the most senior civil servant in a government department has the title of ‘Permanent
Secretary’.

For those who belong to it, the British civil service is a career. Its most senior
positions are usually filled by people who have been working in it for twenty years or
more. These people get a high salary (higher than that of their ministers), have
absolute job security (unlike their ministers) and stand a good chance of being
awarded an official honour.

It is often possible for top civil servants to control their ministers, and it is
sometimes said that it is they, and not their ministers, who really govern the country.

Except central government there exist local government authorities (generally
known as ‘councils’) which depend on central government. The system of local
government is very similar to the system of national government. There are elected
representatives, called councillors (the equivalent of MPs). They meet in a council
chamber in the Town Hall or County Hall (the equivalent of Parliament), where they
make policy which is made by local government officers (the equivalent of civil
servants). Local councils are allowed to collect one kind of tax. This is a tax based on
property. (All other kinds are collected by central government.)

Most of the numerous services that a modern government provides are run at
local level in Britain. These include public hygiene and environmental health
inspection, the collecting of rubbish from outside people’s houses, and the cleaning
and tidying of all public places. They also include the provision of public swimming
pools, which charge admission fees, and public parks, which do not. The latter are
mostly just green grassy spaces, but they often contain children’s playgrounds and
playing fields for sports such as football and cricket which can be reserved in

advance on payment.
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Public libraries are another well-known service. Anybody can go into one of
these to consult the books, newspapers and magazines there free of charge. If you
want to borrow books and take them out of the library, you have to have a library
card or ticket (these are available to people living in the area). Sometimes CDs and
video cassettes are also available for hire. The popularity of libraries in Britain is
indicated by the fact that, in a country without identity cards, a person’s library card
is the most common means of identification for someone who does not have a driving

license.

Questions:

1) What type of the country is the UK?

2) When did Elizabeth II become the Queen?

3) Who can become the Prime Minister?

4) How many children does the Queen have?

5) What is the official address of the Prime Minister?

6) Who is called a ‘Permanent Secretary’?

7) What is the main reason of library’s popularity in the country?

8) How many Ministers are there in the Cabinet?
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6 Parliament in the UK’

6.1 Introduction (functions, the place, the structure of Parliament)

The activities of Parliament in Britain are more or less the same as those of the
Parliament in any western democracy.

The main functions of Parliament are:

—to pass laws;

— to provide, by voting for taxation, the means of carrying on the work of
government;

— to keep a close eye on government policy and administration, including
proposals for expenditure;

— to debate the major issues of the day.

The British Parliament works in a large building called the Palace of
Westminster (popularly known as ‘the Houses of Parliament’). This contains offices,
committee rooms, restaurants, bars, libraries and even some places of residence. It
also contains two larger rooms. One of these is where the House of Lords meets, the
other i1s where the House of Commons meets. The British Parliament is divided into
two ‘houses’, and its members belong to one or other of them, although only
members of the Commons are normally known as MPs (Members of Parliament).

The Commons is by far the more important of the two houses.

6.2 The House of Commons

Look at the picture of the inside of the meeting room of the House of
Commons. Its design and layout differ from the interior of the parliament buildings in
most other countries. These differences can tell us a lot about what is distinctive
about the British Parliament.

First, notice the seating arrangements. There are just two rows of benches

facing each other. On the left of the picture are the government benches, where the
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MPs of the governing party sit. On the right are the opposition benches. According to
where they sit, MPs are seen to be either ‘for’ the government (supporting it) or
against it. This physical division is emphasized by the table on the floor of the House
between the two rows of benches. The Speaker’s chair, which is raised some way off
the floor, is also here. From this commanding position, the Speaker controls the
debates. The arrangement of the benches encourages confrontation between
government and opposition.

Second, the Commons has no ‘front’, no obvious place from which an MP can
address everybody there. MPs simply stand up and speak from wherever they happen
to be sitting.

Third, notice that there are no desks for the MPs. The benches where they sit
are exactly and only that — benches, just as in a church. This makes it physically easy
for them to drift in and out of the room, which is something that they frequently do
during debates.

Fourth, notice that the House is very small. In fact, there isn't enough room for
all the MPs. There are more than 600 of them, but there is seating for less than 400. A
candidate at an election is said to have won ‘a seat’ in the Commons, but this ‘seat’ is
imaginary. MPs do not have their ‘own’ place to sit. No names are marked on the
benches. MPs just sit down wherever (on ‘their’ side of the House) they can find
room.

All these features result in a fairly informal atmosphere. Individual MPs,
without their own ‘territory’, are encouraged to co-operate. Moreover, the small size
of the House, together with the lack of a podium from which to address it, means that
MPs do not normally speak in the way that they would at a large public rally. MPs
normally speak in a conversational tone, and because they have nowhere to place
their notes while speaking, they do not normally speak for very long either! It is only
on particularly important occasions, when all the MPs are present, that passionate
oratory is sometimes used.

One more thing should be noted about the design of the House of Commons. It

is deliberate. Historically, it was an accident: in medieval times, the Commons met in
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a church and churches of that time often had rows of benches facing each other. But
after the House was badly damaged by bombing in 1941, it was deliberately rebuilt to
the old pattern (with one or two modern comforts such as central heating added).

The ancient habits are preserved today in the many customs and detailed rules
of procedure which all new MPs find that they have to learn. The most noticeable of
these is the rule that forbids MPs to address one another directly or use personal
names. All remarks and questions must go ‘through the Chair’. An MP who is
speaking refers to or asks a question of ‘the honourable Member for Winchester’ or
‘my right honourable friend’. The MP for Winchester may be sitting directly
opposite, but the MP never says ‘you’. These ancient rules were originally formulated
to take the ‘heat’ out of debate and decrease the possibility that violence might break
out. Today, they lend a touch of formality which balances the informal aspects of the
Commons and further increases the feeling of MPs that they belong to a special group
of people.

The basic activity of the MPs is debate on particular proposals. When MPs
have to vote for or against a particular proposal, they do this by walking through one
of two corridors at the side of the House - one is for the ‘Ayes’ (those who agree with
the proposal) and the other is for the ‘Noes’ (those who disagree).

An MP’s life. MPs’ mornings are taken up with committee work, research,
preparing speeches and dealing with the problems of constituents (the people they
represent). From Monday to Thursday, the House does not start its business until
14.30 (on Friday it starts in the morning, but then finishes in the early afternoon for
the weekend). From Monday to Thursday, the Commons never ‘rises’ (i.e. finishes
work for the day) before 22.30 and sometimes it continues sitting for several hours
longer. Occasionally, it debates through most of the night.

Weekends are not free for MPs either. They are expected to visit their
constituencies (the areas they represent) and listen to the problems of anybody who

wants to see them.
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It also gives itself long holidays: four weeks at Christmas, two each at Easter
and Whitsun (Pentecost), and about eleven weeks in the summer (from the beginning
of August until the middle of October).

It is an extremely busy life that MP leads. It does not leave MPs much time for
their families either. Politicians have a higher rate of divorce than the (already high)

national average.

6.3 The House of Lords

The House of Lords, or the Upper House, is composed of Church of England
bishops and archbishops, peers who have inherited titles and peers who are appointed
for life. Those members who are qualified in the law, also sit as a court of law — the
supreme court of appeal in the United Kingdom.

The composition of the Lords has changed since 1958, when it became
possible to award ‘life peerages’ to outstanding political people through the honours
system.

Sometimes a prominent politician can be awarded; sometimes a leading civil
servant who has served the ruling class well. More often sheer wealth has been the
determining factor. It is thus not surprising that one-third of the Lords today are
company directors. They include bankers, steel magnates, newspaper proprietors and
industrialists of all kinds.

At one end of the Chamber stands the Throne. In front of the Throne there is
the Woolsack, where the Lord Chancellor sits as Speaker of the House of Lords. In
front of the Woolsack are two red divans, where the Judges sit at the opening of
Parliament. The Peers’ benches, covered in red leather, are arranged in five rows on
either side of the House. Members of the Government and their supporters sit to the
right of the Throne, those of the Opposition to the left. The Bar of the House is at the
north end of the Chamber, opposite the Throne. The Commons with their speaker

stand below the bar on ceremonial occasions.
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The members of the House of Lords they discuss questions and proposals for
new laws in great detail and in this way irregularities or inconsistencies in these
proposals can be removed before they become law.

The House of Lords (like the monarchy) has little, if any, real power any more.
All proposals must have the agreement of the Lords before they can become law. But
they don’t have power to refuse a proposal for a law which has been agreed by the
Commons. After a period (six months) the proposal becomes law anyway, whether or

not the Lords agree.

6.4 How a bill becomes a law

Before a proposal for a new law starts its progress through Parliament, there
will have been much discussion.

First reading

This is a formal announcement only, with no debate

!

Second reading

The house debates the general principles of the bill and, in most cases, takes a

vote.

l

Committee stage

A committee of MPs examines the details of the bill and votes on amendments

(changes) to parts of it.

!

Report stage

The House considers the amendments.
!

Third reading

The amended bill is debated as a whole.

!

60



The bill is sent to the House of Lords, where it goes through the same stages.

(If the Lords make new amendments, these will be considered by the Commons.)
!
After both Houses have reached agreement, the bill receives the royal assent

and becomes an Act of Parliament which can be applied as part of the law.

6.5 Political parties in the UK

There are several political parties in the United Kingdom, they first appeared in
Britain at the end of the 17th century. The Conservative and Liberal Parties are the
oldest and until the end of the 19th century they were the only parties elected to the
House of Commons.

At present there are three major political parties, in the House of Commons:

— Labour

— Conservative

— Liberal Democrats

The Labour Party is the ruling party nowadays, the Conservative Party is the
opposition to the Labour Party. There are also some other parties: the Social
Democratic Party, the Scottish National and Welsh National Parties, the Communist
Party of Great Britain and other small parties.

The Conservative Party, often called the Tory Party, started as Royalists in the
17th century. It is the party of big business, industry, commerce and landowners.
Most of the money needed to run the party comes from large firms and companies.
The party represents those who believe in private enterprise as opposed to state-
owned enterprises. The Tories are a mixture of the rich and privileged — the
monopolists and landowners.

The word ‘tory’ means an Irish highwayman and was applied to the
conservatives by their opponents, but later they adopted the name to describe
themselves. In home policy they opposed the tendencies of the Labour Party to

nationalize gas, electricity, coal and the railways.
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The Liberal Party began its activities as anti-Royalists. The Liberals
represented the trading and manufacturing class in the 19th century. Their slogan was
‘Civil and Religious Liberties’. Later Liberals lost the support of working-class
voters and made an alliance with Social Democrats. So the Party of Liberal
Democrats was formed. The Tories called the Liberals ‘Whigs’. A whig was a
Scottish preacher, who could preach moralising sermons for long hours. The Liberals
remained strong up to the end of the World War I. Then they faded out. Since then
only the Conservative and the Labour Parties have held power.

The Labour Party was established at the beginning of the last century. It was
set up by the trade-unions and various small socialist groups. This party drew away
working people’s support. Despite its many sincere and courageous fights, it soon

came under the influence of imperialist ideas.

6.6 General elections

A UK Parliament has a maximum duration of five years. At the end of the fifth
year or before, a general election must take place so new members of parliament can
be elected by the people. The election of all Members of Parliament (MPs) for each
constituency is called a General Election. In the UK people vote for the best
candidate in the local area to represent them in the House of Commons.

In the UK, the winning candidate becomes MP and takes a seat in the House of
Commons. The party with the majority of seats in the Commons forms the
government. That party’s leader becomes Prime Minister.

The electoral system in the UK is remarkably simple. It works like this. The
country is divided into a number of areas of roughly equal population (about 90,000),
known as constituencies. Anybody who wants to be an MP must declare himself or
herself as a candidate in one of these constituencies.

After the date of an election has been fixed, people who want to be candidates
in a constituency have to deposit £500 with the Returning Officer. They get this

money back if they get 5% of the votes or more. The local associations of the major
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parties choose their candidates and pay the money for them. However, it is not
necessary to belong to a party to be a candidate.

To be eligible to vote, a person must be at least eighteen years old and be on
the electoral register. This is compiled every year for each constituency separately.
People who have moved house and have not had time to get their names on the
electoral register of their new constituency can arrange to vote by post. Nobody,
however, is obliged to vote.

General elections always take place on a Thursday. They are not public
holidays. People have to work in the normal way, so polling stations are open from
seven in the morning till ten at night to give everybody the opportunity to vote. The
only people who get a holiday are schoolchildren whose schools are being used as
polling stations.

On polling day (the day of the election), voters go to polling stations and are
each given a single piece of paper with the names of the candidates for that
constituency (only) on it. Each voter then puts a cross next to the name of one
candidate. After the polls have closed, the ballot papers are counted. The candidate
with the largest number of crosses next to his or her name is the winner and becomes
the MP for the constituency.

After the polls close, the marked ballot papers are taken to a central place in the
constituency and counted. The Returning Officer then makes a public announcement
of the votes cast for each candidate and declares the winner to be the MP for the
constituency.

And that’s the end of it. There is no preferential voting if a voter chooses more
than one candidate that ballot paper is ‘spoiled’ and is not counted); there is no
counting of the proportion of votes for each party (all votes cast for losing candidates
are simply ignored); there is no extra allocation of seats in Parliament according to
party strengths.

If we add the votes received for each party in these two constituencies together,
we find that the Liberal Democrats got more votes than Conservative or Labour. And

yet, these two parties each won a seat while the Liberal Democrats did not. This is
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because they were not first in either constituency. It is coming first that matters. In
fact, the system is known as the ‘first-past-the-post’ system (an allusion to horse-
racing).

Here are the results from two constituencies in 1997.

Chesterfield Votes Totnes Votes
Conservative Martin Potter 4,752 Sir  Anthony | 19,637
Steen
Liberal Tony Rogers 20,330 Rob Chave 18,760
Democrat
Labour Tony Benn 26,105 Victor Ellery 8,796
Questions:

1) Where is the British Parliament situated?

2) What do the letters MP stand for?

3) What does the Parliament consist of?

4) What unique characteristics of the House of Commons can you mention?
5) What are the two corridors at the sides of the House of Commons used for?
6) Who are the House of Lords composed of?

7) Where does the Lord Chancellor sit? Why?

8) What do the words Whig and Tory mean?
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7 London
7.1 The history of London.

London was an important city in Roman times, and there are substantial
Roman remains, mostly below street level. By the Middle Ages, when London
became the political and commercial capital of England, it was one of the most
important cities in Europe.

The history of London begins about the year AD 43, when the Romans were in
possession of the southern part of Britain and founded a military station on the
present site of London. An insurrection of the British led by Boadicea caused it to be
burned in AD 61. It was the centre of various disturbances until about 306, when
Constantine constructed walls and fortifications, and thereby established stability and
laid a firm basis for commercial prosperity. From 369 until 412 it was the capital of
Britain, when it was known as Augusta. Subsequently it became the chief seat of the
Saxons. King Alfred expelled the Danes and fortified the city. It became famous as a
commercial centre at the beginning of the reign of Edward III.

London was not built as a city in the same way as Paris or New York. It began
life as a Roman fortification at a place where it was possible to cross the River
Thames. A wall was built around the town for defence, but during the long period of
peace which followed the Norman Conquest, people built outside the walls. This
building continued over the years, especially to the west of the City. In 1665 there
was a terrible plague in London, so many people left the city and escaped to the
villages in the surrounding countryside. About 69,000 persons succumbed to the
dread disease. In 1666 the Great Fire of London ended the plague, but it also
destroyed much of the city. A destructive fire spread over 340 acres, burning about
15,000 houses.

From these calamities the city recovered with marked rapidity. The Bank of
England was established in 1694. Sir Hans Sloane founded the British Museum in
1759, the old walls were torn down in 1760, and about that time the streets were
improved by pavements, lighting and sanitary regulations. In 1840 the present

parliamentary buildings were commenced, and in rapid succession followed the
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construction of great parks and many different municipal improvements. Although
people returned to live in the rebuilt city after the plague and the Great Fire, there
were never again so many Londoners living in the city centre.

In the course of history the original commercial nucleus of the City of London
(only a mile square — 2.6 sq. km) was adjoined by the City of Westminster, where the
political centre established by the monarchy was supplemented by the administrative
offices of Parliament and Whitehall (originally a royal palace). Gradually London
expanded, absorbing outlying villages, such as Kensington and Hampstead, until by
the end of the 19th century (during which the industrial revolution had made London
the largest and most important city in the world) much of the central area of London
had been developed in a way which is still recognizable today. During the twentieth
century growth has continued into the outer suburbs, into the surrounding areas
known as the ‘home counties’ (Kent, Surrey, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire,
Hertfordshire and Essex) and into the 12 new towns (out of a total of 32 in Britain as
a whole) which were created after 1945 within a radius of 129 km (80 miles) of
London to help to relieve the pressure of population and the capital’s housing
problem. To restrict the sprawl of built-up areas, London pioneered the concept of a
‘green belt’ around the city, where the land is left open and free from further large-
scale building development.

These days not many people live in the city centre, but London has spread
further outwards into the country, including surrounding villages. Today the
metropolis of Greater London covers some 700 square miles and the suburbs of
London continue even beyond this area. Some people even commute over 100 miles
(over 150 km) every day to work in London, while living far away from the city in

the country or in other towns.

7.2 The best time to visit London

Different seasons in London offer different things to do and see here.
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London in Spring — London in springtime is absolutely marvelous sight to
anyone’s eyes. Flowers are blooming, parks are all dressed up in greenery, and even
Londoners are happy as the rainy days are gone. Generally everybody smiles and
feels great. April holidays are the right time to come here since many parents take
their children with them and leave the city.

Royal Botanic Gardens — Kew’s magnificent blossoming spring bulbs offer the
perfect excuse to get back out into the fresh air.

London in Summer — Tourist season at its peak. Londoners are making their
final preparations to leave the city and hoteliers are trying to anticipate how many
weeks of good weather they can expect. Shop retailers are making final preparations
for the beginning of second largest sale event and London parks are organizing
classic and pop concerts.

Royal parks — The latest info regarding organized events and concerts.

Gay Pride Parade — Kaleidoscope of colours and sounds.

The Notting Hill Carnival — It has been taking place in London, on the last
weekend in August, every year since 1964.

London in Autumn — In Autumn London is starting to look and feel different.
Golden, yellow, red and brown colours dominate throughout the city and Londoners
are back in town. Everything is calmer and the weather is perfect for shopping and
sightseeing.

London Jazz Festival — Enjoy a sensational mix of UK and international
performers all over the town.

The Times London Film Festival — It is the UK’s largest public film event,
screening 300 films from 60 countries.

Guy Fawkes night — Every year on November the 5th you can see magnificent
fireworks displays on the River Thames as well as in larger London parks.

London in Winter — Daylight is short, nights are too long and yes, it can rain
just a little bit too much. Temperature wise it is not so cold but the wind simply blasts
through layers of clothing and you are left shivering inside and outside. One major

event happens in December though. It is not Christmas but Christmas Sale.
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Everybody goes mad and people are spending money like there is no tomorrow.
Signs such as ‘Buy 1 and get 2nd FREE’ simply make your heart beats faster.
Selfridges and Harrods store — Recommended for window shopping if nothing else.
London Christmas lights — Two major streets (Regent Street and Oxford
Street) are lightened up by pop bands, comedians, politicians, and so on. Every year
these events are happening earlier and earlier.
New Year’s Day Parade — The greatest annual street parade in Europe. A free

family spectacular in the heart of London to welcome the New Year.

7.3 London’s places of interest

London, the capital of the United Kingdom of Great Britain, is situated on the
banks of the river Thames. The city is very old; it’s more than 20 centuries. Its
population is nearly 9 million people. The area known as ‘Great London’ occupies
the territory of about 1.8 thousand square km.

The capital of the country is the important financial centre and one of the
largest ports of the world. Administratively London is divided into 33 districts, but at
the same time there are some parts of London, which have some distinctive features:
the West End, the East End, the City, Westminster.

The City of London is the commercial centre of all the country. It contains the
Bank of England, business firms, companies, corporations, office buildings. Besides
the Bank of England, London has 5 largest commercial banks of the United Kingdom
and well-known London Stock Exchange.

The masterpiece of architecture in the City today is St. Paul’s Cathedral,
designed by Christopher Wren, the famous English architect of the 17th century. In
this Cathedral there are statues and tombs of the national English heroes: Nelson,
Wellington and others.

The Tower of London is an old castle, situated in the City. It was used as a
fortress, a palace and a prison. During its long period of existence it was time when

the Tower was even the Zoo. It was the Royal Zoo, of course. Now the Tower is a
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museum and houses the Crown jewels and other treasures. There is a legend in
England that the Tower will fall if it loses its ravens. That’s why these birds are
carefully guarded.

Westminster is the aristocratic, official part of London. It’s very attractive for
tourists because it has historical places full of customs and traditions. Parliament is
situated in the Palace of Westminster. The famous Big Ben, the clock from which all
people of this country take the time is in one of its beautiful towers.

Westminster Abbey is very beautiful church, which is more than 900 years old.
Nearly all the kings and queens of Britain were crowned and buried there. Many
famous people of this country were buried in the Abbey, among them Newton,
Darwin, Dickens, Kipling and others. In the Poet’s corner there are memorials to
Shakespeare, Burns, Byron, Scott, Thackeray and Longfellow.

The official residence of the Queen of England is Buckingham Palace. The
changing of the guard before Buckingham Palace several times a day is watched by
hundreds of people.

London has 30 museums. One of the best known museums is the British
Museum,; its library has unique collection of manuscripts; the richest collection of
antiquities and seven million of books. The Art Galleries of London such as the Tate
Gallery, the National Gallery, the Royal Academy of Arts are considered to be the
largest in the British Commonwealth.

Visitors of London are surprised by the famous Madam Tussaud's Exhibition,
which was opened in 1802. It’s an exhibition of hundreds of wax models of famous
politicians, kings, queens, sportsmen. Here you can meet Elton John, Picasso, Lenin,
Hitler, The Beatles, Marilyn Monroe and so on.

London has more than 80 theatres. The best known are the Royal Opera House,
the Royal Shakespeare Theater, the Old Vic located in the West End of London.

London is the centre of education and science. Higher educational
establishments among which the London University, the British Academy, the
Greenwich Observatory are well known in the world. Oxford and Cambridge are the

oldest universities in England.
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The capital has 17 bridges, the famous Tower Bridge being most attractive
among them.

Nice parks and gardens of the capital are loved by inhabitants of the city. The
capital has a number of beautiful parks such as Kensington Gardens, Hyde Park, St.
James Park, Green Park, Regent Park and others. Regent Park has open air theatre,
where every summer Shakespeare’s comedies are performed. Regent Park has the
largest Zoo in the country. But the most famous park is the Hyde Park because of its
famous ‘Speaker’s Corner’ (a corner where everyone can stands there with a
microphone and tell other people whatever they want)

The part of London, called Soho is known as restaurant centre where
Londoners and visitors can taste Russian, Italian, French exotic food. This is also the
district of cinema producers. All the biggest film companies have offices in Soho.
The capital has more than 200 cinemas and a lot of concert halls.

The East End of the capital includes the Port of London, Docks and the poorest
districts. Rather unattractive in appearance it is very important to the country’s
commerce.

The streets of London are always of great interest to tourists. Fleet Street is the
street of British Press. Oxford, Regent, Bond streets are the main shopping centers.
Downing Street is famous as the official residence of the Prime Minister of the
country. Piccadilly Circus is the place where people gather on New Year’s Eve.

The English are fond of sports, they have a great number of sport federations,
associations and clubs. The most interesting tennis and football competitions and
tournaments are held in Wimbledon court and Wembley stadium.

The West End is the richest and the most beautiful part of London, symbol of
wealth and luxury. English aristocracy lives there.

London is the chief port of the country, it has 2 airports and 16 railway
stations.

London is an important manufacturing centre. It’s well known for printing,
film production, manufacture of clothing, food. Automobile and aircraft industries are

centered there.
70



The oldest underground called ‘tube’ is still one of the largest in the world. It
was opened in 1863. The famous red double-deckers are also an important part of the

public transport system.

Questions:
1 Who and when founded London?
2 What disaster happened in London in 1666?
3 What are the four distinctive parts of London?
4 When must one visit London to see magnificent fireworks displays?
5 What is called the City of London?
6 What has ever the Tower been?
7 Who designed Paul’s Cathedral?
8 Where is Big Ben situated?
9 Where can one find the Poet’s corner?
10 What is the official residence of the Queen of England?
11 Where can one meet Elton John, Picasso, Lenin, Hitler, The Beatles, Marilyn
Monroe at the same time?
12 What park should you visit to get into the largest Zoo in the country?
13 Which part of London is the symbol of wealth and luxury?
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Ipuioxkenue A

(o0s13aTesIbHOE)

OT1inunTe/IbHbIE 0CO0CHHOCTH CTPaH O0beAUHEHHOI0 KOPOJIeBCTBA

Name England Wales Scotland Northern
Ireland
Capital London Cardiff Edinburgh Belfast
Population 51, million 3 5.1 1.8
Patron Saint St George St David St Andrew St Patrick
Flag St George’s Dragon of St Andrew’s St Patrick’s
Cross Cadwallader Cross Cross
Plant Rose Leek/ Daffodil Thistle Shamrock
Surnames The most Davis, Evans, | Prefix ‘Mac Prefix
common Smith | Jones, Rees ‘Mc’ ‘Mac’Mc’
MacDonald Prefix ‘O’
Smith O’Hara
First names John lan Sean
Nick names Dai Jock Paddy
Only by friends Taffy Mick
Clothes Kilt (tartan
pattern)
Musical The harp The bagpipes | The harp/The
instrument bagpipes
(smaller type)
Characteristics The Welsh — | The Scots — The Irish-
Stereotypes of
national
character
Old names of These names Cambria Caledonia Hibernia

the countries
(Roman names)

are used today
in scholarly
classifications
and the names
of organizations

Erin-poetic
name

The Emerald
Island-lush
greenery of its
countryside
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Waters:

The Atlantic Ocean
The North Sea

The Irish Sea

The English Channel
The Strait of Dover
The Bristol Channel

The Mountains:

The Cheviot Hills

The Pennine Chain (Pennines)

The Antrim Mountains
The Cambrian Mountains
The Grampian Mountains
The Mourne Mountains
Snowdon (1085m)

Ben Nevis (1343m)
Scafell Pike (978m)

Rivers:

The Thames
The Severn
The Clyde
The Avon
The Tweed

Hpuaoxenune b

(pexomenayemoe)

I'eorpadmueckue HazBaHus
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The Taff river
The Lake District
Loch Ness

The largest cities:
London
Birmingham
Glasgow
Liverpool
Manchester
Bristol

Leeds
Edinburgh
Southampton
Cardiff
Belfast

The Islands:

The Outer Hebrides
The Orkney Islands
The Shetland Islands
The Farnes

The Isle of Wight
The Channel Islands
The Isle of Man
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Hpunoxenune B

(pexomenayemoe)

I'eHeasiornyeckoe ApeBo KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH

GEORGE V
18651936

m, Princess Mary, dau, of Duke of Teck (1867-1953)

| I | | I I
DUKE OF WINDSOR ~ GEORGE VI Mary, Herry, George, Prince Jofn
1894-1972 1895-1952 Princess Royal Duke of Gloucester Duke of Kent 130519
EDWARD Vil m. Lady Flizabeth Bowes-Lyon ~ 1897-1965 1900-74 iy i
(abdicated 1936) dau. of Earl of Strathmore m. Earl of Harewood — m. Lady Alice Montagu il b
m. Wallis Simpson,  and Kinghorne | Douglas Seott
dau, of Teackle Wallis  (QUEEN ELIZABETH -
Warfield (1896-1986)  The Queen Mather)
I I
QUEEN ELIZABETH It Princess Margaret
h. 1926 1930-2002 : nea M
m. Phlp, DUKE OF EDINBURGH, . Antony, Earl of Snowdon Eﬂ‘:;r:, et E"?g;;s Nexanra E"?;ﬂzm'ma"'
son of Prince Andrew of Greece (divoread 1978) b, 1935 m, Hon. Angus Ogily . Baroness Mearie-Chrisine
I—I_I m. Katharine Worsley van Reibnitz
wa'd' Lacly Sarah Richard, Duke of Gloucester
Viscount Linley Armstrong-lones 404
b, 1961 b, 1964 :

m. Serena Stanhope

m. Daniel Chatto

m. Birgitte van Deurs

1 1T 1

Charles, Anne, Andrew, Edward,
Prince of Wales Princess Royal Dukeof York  Earl of Wessex
b. 1948 b. 1950 b. 1960 b. 1964

m, Lady Diana Spencer, m, Captain Mark Phillips - m. Sarah Ferquson M Sophie

dau. of Earl Spencer  (divorced 1992) (divorced 1996)  Rhys-Jones
(divorced 1996)
(d. 1997)
m. Camilla Parker Bowles Peter %
Phillips ~ Phillips
b. 1977 b 1987
m. Commander
Timathy Laurence
Prince William  Prince Harry Princess Beatrice Princess Eugenie
of Wales of Wales of York of York
b, 1982 b. 1984 b, 1988 b. 1990
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Hpuaoxenue I

(o0s13aTesIbHOE)

Ils1aHbI CEeMUHAPCKUX 3aHATHH

Seminar 1: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:

country and people
1 Geographical position of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland

2 Names of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

3 Statistics (area, population, nationalities, languages)

4 General knowledge about four countries (England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland) and their people

5 National symbols of the UK and four countries (the national flag; the
Coats of Arms, the national anthem, national holidays, patron saints, national

emblems)

Seminar 2: History of Britain. Part 1

1 Britain B.C.

2 Early Britain. The Celtic Tribes

3 The Roman Conquest of Britain

4 Roman influence in Britain

5 The Middle Ages. The Anglo-Saxon Conquest of Britain

6 The Norman Invasion

7 The medieval period (1066 — 1485)

8 Make a report about one of historic personalities (William the Conqueror,

King Arthur, Alfred the Great, Robin Hood)
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Seminar 3: History of Britain. Part 2

1 The late Middle Ages (13" — 15™ century)

2 The 16" century

3 The 17" century

4 The 18™ century

5 The 19" century

6 The 20™ century

7 Make a report about one of historical personalities (Francis Drake, Oliver

Cromwell, Admiral Nelson, Winston Churchill, Margaret Thatcher)

Seminar 4: Geography

1 Geographical position of the UK

2 Four Countries (landscape, economy)
3 The islands of the UK

4 Climate in the UK

5 Vegetation and Wildlife (camocrostensnoe n3zydenue u3 Britain if Brief)

Seminar 5: Political structure of the UK

1 British monarchy (myths, reality, functions)

2 The royal family

3 Political structure (constitution) and the style of democracy

4 The Government (the executive power: the cabinet, Prime Minister, civil
service, local government authorities)

5 Prime Minister (functions, current PM)

6 Make a report about any member of the current British Royal family. Speak
about his biography (birth date, education, family) and his political life.

79



Seminar 6: Parliament

1 Functions, the place, the structure of Parliament)
2 The House of Commons

3 The House of Lords

4 Political parties in the UK

5 General elections

Seminar 7: London

1 History of London

2 London’s places of interest

3 Royal palaces

4 Streets and squares

5 Museums, galleries and theatres

6 Shopping centres.
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Hpuaoxenue /1

(o0s13aTesIbHOE)

TecTnl

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:

country and people

1 A patron Saint of England is...
a) St George
a) St Patrick
b)  StDavid
c) St Andrew
2 A symbolic plant of Wales is...
a) A red rose
b) Leek / a daffodil
c) Thistle
d) Shamrock
3 Who is the current monarch?
a)  King George
b)  Queen Elizabeth II
c¢)  Queen Elizabeth I
d)  Queen Elizabeth III
4 What country is not presented on the National Coat of Arms?
a) Scotland
b)  Northern Ireland
c) Wales
d)  England
5 What is the national currency of the UK?

a) The euro
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b) The dollar
c¢) The pound
d) The ruble
6 What animal is presented on the National Coat of Arms?
a) Adog
b) A snake
c) A Horse
d) A Unicorn
7 What is the national motto of the UK?
a) Be strong
b) God and my right
¢) In God we trust
d) God save the Queen
8 What country is called Eire?
a)  The republic of Ireland
b)  Northern Ireland

c) Wales
d)  England
9 When is St David’s Day usually celebrated?
a)  March 1
b)  November 30
c) March 17
d) April 23

10 What is the English flag called?
a)  Union Patrick
b)  Union Jack
c)  Lines and Crosses

d)  Uncle Sam
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History

1 What ancient tribes inhabited the British Isles B.C.?
a)  the Celts
b)  the Saxons
c)  the Angles
d)  the Vikings
2 Which part of the British Isles was named Britain?
a) Southern
b)  Northern
c)  Western
d)  Eastern
3 Together with a high civilization the Romans brought... to the country.
a) Slavery
b) Culture
c¢) Destruction
d) Christianity
4 The Saxons formed several kingdoms in the.... part of Britain?
a) north-castern
b) south-eastern
c¢) south-western
d) western
5 What led the Anglo-Saxons kingdoms to unification?
a) idea about wealth
b) task of defending the country
c¢) cold weather
d) good relations
6 When did the Norman invasion to England begin?

a) 1066
b) 829



c) 1576
d) 1606
7 Who became the king of England after the Norman invasion?

a) William the Conqueror
b)  King Egbert
c) Henry IV
d)  Henry VIII
8 The Normans spoke ...and it was the language of the upper classes.
a) English
b)  German
c)  French
d)  Russian
9 What is the most mysterious monument of the British past?
a)  Ben Nevis
b)  Stonehenge
c¢)  Hadrian Wall
d) BigBen
10 What was Robin Hood famous for?
a)  He was a very handsome man.
b)  He was the Norman’s leader.
c)  He helped poor people.
d)  He was one of the British kings

Geography of the UK

1 What country is called Eire?
a)  The republic of Ireland
b)  Northern Ireland
c) Wales
d)  England
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2 What is the capital of Northern Ireland?
a) London
b) Belfast
c¢) Edinburgh
d) Cardiff
3 The longest river in the UK is ...
a) the Thames
b) the Severn
c) the Clyde
d) the Avon
4 ...separate England from Scotland.
a) the Pennine Chain
b) the Cheviot Hills
c¢) the Apennines
d) The Alps
5 What influences greatly the climate of Britain?
a)  warm waters
b)  high mountains
c) longrivers
d) location on islands
6 Which is the highest point in the British Isles?
a)  Ben Nevis
b)  Snowdon
c)  Everest
d)  Peak of Communism
7 How many parts does Great Britain contain?
a) 4
b) 3
c) 5



d 1
8 What water doesn’t wash the British Isles?
a) The Atlantic Ocean
b) The Irish Sea
c¢) The Strait of Dover
d) The Black Sea
e) The North Sea
9 What waters separate England from France?
a) The Atlantic Ocean
b) The Irish Sea
c¢) The Strait of Dover
d) The English Channel
e) The North Sea
10 What water separates Great Britain from Ireland?
a) The Atlantic Ocean
b) The Irish Sea
c¢) The Strait of Dover
d) The English Channel
e) The North Sea

Political structure of the UK

1 Who is the Head of State in Britain?
a) the Mayor
b) the Queen
c¢) the Prime Minister
d) the president
2 Margaret Thatcher was a ...

a) Queen
b) Prime Minister
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c¢) The old lady of Thread-and-Needle Street
d) TV host
3 What do the letters MP stand for?

a) Main Person
b) Main Party
¢) Member of Party
d) Member of Parliament
4 Who appoints the Prime Minister?
a) the House of Commons
b) the House of Lords
¢) the British Queen
d) the previous Prime Minister
5 The United Kingdom is...
a) Republic
b) Monarchy
¢) constitutional monarchy
d) federation
6 How many Ministers does the British Cabinet consist of?
a) 26
b) 50
c) 20
d) 12
7 Who lives in number 10 Downing Street?
a) The Queen
b) the Prime Minister
c) the Speaker
d) Royal family
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Government (Parliament, political parties)

1 Lord Chancellor, the Speaker of the House of Lords, sits on the ...

a) throne
b) bench
c¢) woolsack
d) chair
2 The House of Lords consists of peers who...their titles.
a) Bought
b) presented
c) inherited
d) got from the Prime Minister
3 In Britain the ...Party is often called the Tory Party.
a) Conservative
b) Liberal
c¢) Labor
d) Communist
4 In Britain the ...Party is often called the Whigs.
a) Conservative
b) Liberal
c) Labor
d) Communist
5 The word ‘Tory’ means ...
a) An Irish highwayman
b) A worker
c) A beggar
d) A Scottish preacher

88



6 The word ‘Whig’ means ...
a) An Irish highwayman
b) A worker
c) A beggar
d) A Scottish preacher
7 Which newspaper is not daily?
a) The Guardian
b) Daily Star
c¢) Sunday Telegraph
d) The Times
8 The minimum voting age in Britain is...
a) 21
b) 18
c) 16
d) 14

London

1 Harrods is ...
a) A museum
b) A shop
c) A pub
d) A park
2 Where in London is Speaker’s Corner?
a)  StJames’s Palace
b)  Westminster Abbey
c¢)  StPaul’s Cathedral
d)  Hyde Park
3 What is the river in London?

a)  The Thames
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b)  the London
c) the Avon
d) the Severn

What is the most expensive part of London?

a)  West End

b)  East End

c)  Westminster

d)  the City

Which part of London can be called its center?
a)  West End

b)  East End

c)  Westminster

d) the City

When did the Great Fire happen?

a) 1666

b) 1966

c) 1066

d) 1502

What color are the taxis in London?
a) Blue

b) Red

c) Black

d) Yellow

What color are double-decker busses in London?
a) Blue

b) Red

c) Black

d) Yellow

If you go to London, you’ll see...

a)  the White House
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11

12

13

b)  St. Paul’s Cathedral

c)  Greenwich

d)  The Kremlin

What is the home of the Queen?
a)  Buckingham Palace

b)  the White House

c)  Westminster Abbey

d) 10, Downing Street

What is London Eye?

a) A museum

b) Apub

c)  Ferris wheel

d)  The castle

Which street is famous as a good place for shopping?
a)  Whitehall

b)  Downing Street

c)  Fleet Street

d)  Oxford street

Where are the main government offices situated?
a)  Whitehall

b)  Downing Street

c)  Fleet Street

d)  Oxford street
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